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Procedure for Building Permits for Sheds/Accessory
Structures in Residential Areas

A building permit IS REQUIRED to put any shed/accessory building on your property.
Sheds/accessory structures built elsewhere and moved to your yard and/or prefab sheds also
require a permit.

At any time during the planning or construction of your shed/accessory building, you can visit the
Building, & Zoning staff or call them at (608) 847-6676 if you have questions.

Code requirements for sheds/accessory structures in residential areas can also be viewed in
Sec.114-128(b) of the City of Mauston Code.

Process Overview

1. Determine Zoning

Before building or placing a shed on your property, you will need to determine if the zoning
restrictions on your Iot allow for a shed. Zoning staff will be able to tell you the zoning of your
property and if there are any special conditions which may affect your project. If your project
requires special handling, our staff will inform you of the requirements and next steps.

You can find the zoning for your property on the City of Mauston GIS site

Determine any restrictions

0 Isyour project subject to any deed restrictions/subdivision covenants or any other title
restrictions? (Your home owner's association, developer or real estate broker may be able to
assist you with this determination and any needed guidance. The City does not have any
record of these restrictions.)

Find out if your proposed shed/accessory building meets the size
and placement requirements

Allowable accessory structures

o One attached or detached garage and two (2) accessory structures are
permitted by right

0 A conditional use permit is required for:
1. A combination of accessory structures exceeding a 1,000 sgaure fest

2. More than 2 accessory structures
Size

o The maximum height that your shed/ accessory building can be is fifteen (15) feet or the
height of the principal building (whichever is lower).

Placement
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0 A shed/accessory building must be a minimum of ten (10/12) fest away from your house or
other structures on your property.

0 A shed/accessory building should be at least three (3) feet from the rear or side lot lines of your
yard and 8 feet from an alley.

o Ifyour lotis on a corner, itis considered to have two "front yards” (vards that abut a street).

Please contact Zoning staff to find out quickly and accurately where you c¢an build your shed
and the size it can be,

With these requirements in mind, make a drawing (site plan) of your entire lot showing all existing
and proposed structures. Show the dimensions of the lot, the shed, the house, and any other
structures. Also show the distances from the shed to the Iot lines and the distances to all other
structures. The site plan must be drawn to scale.

Apply for a permit
You need a permit to put any shed/accessory building inyour yard. Sheds and accessory
structures that are built elsewhere and moved to your yard and prefab sheds also require

a permit with a drawing/site plan showing the dimensions of the building and where on
the property it will be placed.

Complete the Building Permit Application and submit itto the Zoning Department. This initial
submittal can be done in person, via email or mail. Once the application is received by the
Zoning Department, please allow up to one (1) week for review.

Once the application has been approved, staff from the Building & Zoning Department will call you

to tet you know the permit has been approved and is ready to be picked up. They will also let you
know the cost at that time,

Pick up and pay for the permit

Be sure to display the Building Permit Card in a window where it can be easily seen from the
street,

Start the work

Califor an inspection

You may ask Bullding & Zoning for when inspections for your shed/ accessory building will be

required. When calling for inspections, please call the main Building & Zoning Office number at
608-847-6676 opt 2

s vour responsibility to schedule all required inspections duringand after construction

Completion

After your final inspection, unless the inspector has contacted you with any required alternations,
your project will be considered complete and the permit will be considered closed. At this point
you may remove the Bullding Permit card from the window.



