
 



OFFICIAL NOTICE OF MEETING 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
6:30PM 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2014 
MAUSTON CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
303 MANSION STREET 
 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Citizens Address to the Council 

Please state full name and full address when addressing the council 
4. Park Board Chair Report 
5. Airport Commission Report 
6. Fire Chief’s Report 
7. Public Works Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Petitions for County Matching Funds 
i. County Highway G 

ii. Various Roads 
b. Discussion and Direction Regarding Hydro-Electric Generation Proposal 
c. Director of Public Works Report 

i. Concrete Design Award – Wisconsin Ready Mixed Concrete Association (WRMCA) 
8. Finance and Purchasing Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Vouchers 
b. Tax Collection Status 
c. Discussion and Action Regarding Municipal Attorney Fees 

9. Ordinance No. 2013-1065 Ordinance Repealing And Re-Creating Chapter 26 Of The Mauston Code 
Of Ordinances Establishing A Municipal Court (amended) – Second Reading 

10. Discussion and Action Regarding Ordinance 2013-1065 
11. Discussion and Action Regarding TIF Project List Approval 
12. Mayor’s Report 
13. Personnel Committee Report 

a. Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(c) Considering employment, 
promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over 
which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. 

i. 2014 Wage and Benefit Schedule 
b. Reconvene in Open Session 
c. Discussion and Action Regarding Employee 2014 Wage and Benefit Schedule 

14. Adjourn 
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OFFICIAL MINUTES OF MEETING 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 10, 2013 
 
Call to Order/Roll Call The Mauston Common Council met on Tuesday, December 10, 2013, in the 
Council Chambers of Mauston City Hall.  Mayor Brian McGuire called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  
Members present were Michel Messer, Dennis Nielsen, Dan May, Steve Leavitt, Rick Noe, and Floyd 
Babcock.  Member absent was Francis McCoy.  Also present were City Administrator Nathan Thiel, 
Director of Public Works Rob Nelson, Police Chief Mark Messer, and Administrative Assistant Diane 
Kropiwka. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance McGuire led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Minutes Leavitt/Noe to approve the minutes of the November 26, 2013, meeting.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 
 
Citizens Address None 
 
Public Works Committee Report 
Pay Request – Gateway Avenue (Hwy 82 East) Pedestrian Improvements Project Noe/Nielsen to 
approve Chippewa Concrete Services Pay Request #3 in the amount of $72,738.59.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
Pay Request – Mansion Street and Riverside Park Project ‘A’ Noe/Babcock approve A-1 Excavating Pay 
Request #6 in the amount of $100,601.29.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Pay Request – Mansion Street and Riverside Park Project ‘B’ Noe/Leavitt to approve Pember 
Companies Pay Request #3 in the amount of $43,446.49.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Wisconsin River Discharge Group Noe/Babcock to join the Wisconsin River Discharge Group at a cost of 
$3,000.00.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Recycling Excellence Award Noe reported the City of Mauston received a 2012 Recycling Excellence 
Award from the Wisconsin DNR. 
Director of Public Works Report 
Equipment Nelson reported the new dump truck should be delivered next week. 
Alliant Alliant has been in contact with the city regarding their proposed gas main extension on the 
north side of the river. 
Sidewalks Nelson reminded citizens to clear sidewalks after each snow/ice event. 
Retirement of Old Dump Truck Noe reported that the Committee has authorized Nelson to dispose of 
the property in the best interests of the City. 
 
Finance and Purchasing Committee Report 
Vouchers Nielsen/Messer to approve vouchers in the amount of $949,931.33.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
Auditing Services Nielsen/May to renew the letter of engagement with Johnson Block for auditing 
services.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Year-End Vouchers Nielsen/Noe to authorize the Finance and Purchasing Committee to review and 
approve year-end vouchers for 2013.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Personnel Committee Report 
Resolution 2013-12 Amending City of Mauston Flexible Spending Account Plan Allowing Carry Over 
Option May/Nielsen to adopt Resolution 2013-12.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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Plan Commission Report 
Ordinance 2013-1062 Ordinance Amending Chapter 22 to Include the Land Use of Trucking Facilities 
The second reading was accomplished. 
May/Nielsen to adopt Ordinance 2013-1062.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Ordinance 2013-1065 Ordinance Repealing and Recreating Chapter 26 of the Mauston Code of 
Ordinance Establishing a Municipal Court The first reading was accomplished. 
 
Election Inspectors Nielsen/Messer to appoint the Election Inspectors as presented.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 
 
Ambulance Commission Report Babcock reported that the Ambulance Association will be holding an 
open house to present their new facility to the community. 
 
Room Tax Committee Report Messer reported that the Room Tax Committee has decided to continue 
the Pumpkin Bash; they are considering the options for its location. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Ambulance Association Appointments 
Adjustment of Terms Messer/Nielsen to change the dates of the appointment terms from January to 
April to coincide with the Associations election of officers and other municipal appointments.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 
Appointments Messer/Babcock to accept the Mayor’s re-appointment of Kathy Noe and Donna 
McGinley to the ambulance association; the term for these appointments shall expire in April 2015.  
Motion carried by voice vote. (one abstention [Noe]) 
Project Blue Light McGuire shared information on Project Blue Light honoring police officers who were 
killed in the line of duty.  Residents are encouraged to use blue Christmas lights in remembrance of 
those officers. 
 
Closed Session Noe/Messer to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e).  
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  Council went into closed session at 6:50pm. 
 
Reconvene in Open Session Babcock/Nielsen to reconvene in open session.  Motion carried by voice 
vote. 
 
MPPA Bargaining Agreement Leavitt/May to approve the MPPA 2014-2016 Bargaining Agreement.  
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
Adjourn Leavitt/May to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 7:01pm. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________   _____________ 
Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator       Date 
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Phone (608) 847-1900 225 East State Street, Mauston, WI 53948 Fax (608) 847-1901 
                                                                   www.richardsbrialaw.com 
 
 

   RICHARDS-BRIA 
   Law Office 

 
January 10, 2014 
 
City of Mauston 
ATTN: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 
303 Mansion St 
Mauston, WI 53948 
 
  RE: Hourly billing rate 
 
Dear Nathan:  
 
I began work as City Attorney for the City of Mauston in August 2009. At that time, I suggested an 
hourly billing rate to the City of $100.00/hour, which was a substantial discount from my normal 
hourly rate at that time, which was $150.00/hour.  
 
At the time my services were retained, the City and I agreed that we would periodically review my 
hourly billing rate to determine when it may be appropriate to revise the same. This purpose of this 
correspondence is to advise you that as of January 1, 2014, I am requesting an increased billing fee. I 
am requesting the sum of $120.00/hour, which is still a substantial discount compared to my normal 
hourly rate of $175.00/hour.  
 
I would respectfully request that this issue be put on the agenda for the personnel meeting scheduled 
next week. Should the personnel committee have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me to discuss the same.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca M. Richards-Bria, 
City Attorney  
 
 
 
 

RB 
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CITY OF MAUSTON 
ORDINANCE No. 2013-1065 

 
ORDINANCE REPEALING AND RE-CREATING CHAPTER 26 OF THE MAUSTON CODE OF ORDINANCES 

ESTABLISHING A MUNICIPAL COURT 
 
 WHEREAS on January 10, 2012, the City of Mauston adopted Chapter 26 of the Mauston Code of 
Ordinances Establishing the Joint Municipal Court of the City of Mauston and the Village of Necedah; and 
 WHEREAS the Township of Germantown and the City of New Lisbon have declared their intent to 
become part of the Municipal Court; and 
 WHEREAS to accommodate the participation of additional municipalities in this joint municipal 
court, the name is being changed to “Mauston Area Municipal Court”; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Mauston Common Council does hereby ordain that Chapter 26 of the             
Mauston Code of Ordinances is re-created to read as follows: 
 

CHAPTER 26:  MUNICIPAL COURT 
 
SUBCHAPTER 1 
26.101 PURPOSE  
 Pursuant to the authority granted by Chapter 755 of the Wisconsin Statutes, there is hereby created 

and established a joint Municipal Court to be designated “Mauston Area Municipal Court” (herein 
after MAMC) for the City of Mauston, the City of New Lisbon, the Village of Necedah, and the 
Township of Germantown herein after “Participating Municipalities”); said court to become 
operative and function on January 15, 2014. 

 
26.102 MUNICIPAL JUDGE  

(1) Qualifications: The MAMC shall be under the jurisdiction of and presided over by a Municipal 
Judge, who shall reside in one of the Participating Municipalities. 

(2) Oath and Bond: The Judge shall, after election or appointment to fill a vacancy, take and file the 
official oath as prescribed in §757.02(1) of the Wisconsin Statutes and at the same time execute 
and file an official bond. The Judge shall not act until the oath and bond have been filed, as 
required by §19.01(4)(c) of the Wisconsin Statues and the requirements have been complied 
with of §755.03(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes.  

(3) Compensation: The salary for the MAMC Judge shall be fixed, in lieu of fees and costs, by the 
Common Council of the City of Mauston. No compensation shall be paid for any time during the 
term for which such Judge has not executed the official oath or official bond, as required by 
Wis. Stat. §19.01(4)(c) and the requirements have been complied with of Wis. Stat. §755.03(2). 

 
26.103 ELECTIONS 

(1) Term: The MAMC Judge shall be elected at large in the spring election in odd-numbered years 
for a term of four (4) years commencing on May 1, 2013. All candidates for the position of 
MAMC Judge shall be nominated by nomination papers as provided in Wis. Stat. §8.10, and 
the selection at a primary election if such is held as provided in Wis. Stat. §8.11. Per 
§8.10(6)(bm), the Juneau County Clerk shall serve as filing officer for the candidates. 
Municipalities who choose to join the existing MAMC, agree that the judge for the existing 
MAMC will continue to serve as judge until the end of his/her term.  

(2) Vacancy: A permanent vacancy in the office of MAMC Judge may be filled by temporary 
appointment of the Common Council of the City of Mauston, in consultation with the 
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Participating Municipalities as provided for in Wis. Stat. §8.50(4)(fm). The office shall be 
permanently filled by special election in the manner provided for in said statute.  

(3) Substitute and Interim MAMC Judge: In the event that a MAMC Judge is to be temporarily 
absent or is sick or disabled, the provision of Wis. Stat. §800.06 shall apply.  

(4) Electors: Electors in the City of Mauston and the Participating Municipalities shall vote for the 
MAMC Judge.  

 
26.104 JURISDICTION 

(1) Exclusivity: The MAMC shall have jurisdiction over incidents occurring on or after January 15, 
2014, as provided in Article VII, §14 of the Wisconsin Constitution, and Wis. Stat. §755.045 and 
§755.05, and as other provided by the laws of Wisconsin. It shall have exclusive jurisdiction 
over actions in the City of Mauston and the Participating Municipalities seeking to impose 
forfeitures for violations of municipal ordinances, resolutions and by-laws. 

(2) Civil Warrants: The MAMC Judge may issue civil warrants to enforce matters under the 
jurisdiction of the Municipal Court under Wis. Stat. §755.045(2), §66.0119.  

(3) Juvenile Offenders: The MAMC Court has jurisdiction over juvenile offenders when a 
Participating Municipality enacts an ordinance under the authority of Wis. Stat. 
§938.17(2)(cm). Pursuant to Wis. Stat. §938.17(2)(cm), the MAMC Judge may impose the 
following dispositions upon a juvenile for a violation of a Participating Municipality’s 
Ordinances:  

(A) Any disposition allowed under Wis. Stat. Chapter 48.  
(B) Wis. Stat. §938.343(2)  
(C) Wis. Stat. §938.343(3)  
(D) Wis. Stat. §938.343(4)  
(E) Wis. Stat. §938.343(10)  
(F) Wis. Stat. §938.344  
(G) Wis. Stat. §938.261  

  
 Any or all of the above listed dispositions may be used in any combination when imposed by the 

MAMC Judge.  
 
26.105 OPERATIONS AND PROCEDURES 

(1) Hours: The MAMC shall be open as determined by order of the MAMC Judge.  
(2) Employees: The Court shall be staffed by such clerical personnel as are authorized by the 

Common Council of the City of Mauston. Staff work priorities and standards will be developed 
cooperatively between the MAMC Judge and the Mauston City Clerk to ensure all legal and 
statutory deadlines and obligations will be achieved. The MAMC Judge shall have final 
authority and determination of work priorities and standards to be implemented by the 
Mauston City Clerk. The Mauston City Clerk shall be the appointing authority, in consultation 
with the Participating Municipalities, and shall have jurisdiction over such position(s). Such 
employee(s) are subject to direction of the Mauston City Clerk. Court personnel shall be 
covered by a blanket bond paid for by the City of Mauston.  

(3) Location: The MAMC Judge shall keep his/her office and hold court in an adequate facility 
provided by the Common Council of the City of Mauston.  However, the MAMC Judge may 
issue process and perform ministerial functions at any place in Juneau County.  

 
26.106 COLLECTION OF FORFEITURES AND COSTS 
 The MAMC Judge may impose punishment and sentences as provided by Wis. Stat. Chaps. 800 and 

938, and as provided in the ordinances of the City of Mauston and the Participating Municipalities. 
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All forfeitures, fees, assessments, surcharges and costs shall be paid to the treasurer of the City of 
Mauston within seven (7) days after receipt of the money by the MAMC. At the time of the payment, 
the MAMC shall report to the treasurer the title of the action, the nature of the offenses and total 
amount of judgments imposed in actions and proceedings in which such monies were collected. The 
Participating Municipalities shall be paid the amount collected on citations issued for violations in 
the respective municipalities, less the court costs and $5.00 processing fee. 

 
26.107 CONTEMPT OF COURT 
 The MAMC Judge, after affording an opportunity to the person accused to be heard in defense, may 

impose a sanction authorized under Wis. Stat. §800.12, and may impose a forfeiture, therefore, not 
to exceed fifty dollars ($50) or upon nonpayment of the forfeiture and the assessments thereon, a 
jail sentence not to exceed seven (7) days.  

 
26.108 ABOLITION 
 The MAMC court hereby established shall not be abolished while the §755.01(4) agreement is in 

effect. 
 
SUBCHAPTER II 
26.201 REPEAL 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances contravening or inconsistent with the provisions of this 
ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 

SUBCHAPTER III 
26.301 ORDINANCE EFFECTIVE 

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the 
municipalities that are parties to the agreement and publication as required by law. 
 

APPROVED: 
CITY OF MAUSTON     ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Brian T. McGuire, Mayor    Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator/Clerk 
 

 
 
• Date of Readings   and     
• Date of Adoption      
• Votes     ayes   nays   abstentions   absent 
• Date of Publication     



MEMO  
 

 
 

 To: City of Mauston – Common Council 

 From: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 

 Subject: TIF Project List 

 Date: January 9, 2014 
 
 

As discussed at the last TIF Workshop, below are the top three ranked projects by the group. I submit them to Council 
for a final vote and approval from Council to proceed to design and construct these projects. 

TIF Projects # Votes 
Scaled 
Rank 

River Walk & Pedestrian Bridge 5 21 
Additional Beautification to HWY 82 5 16 
Lay Fiber for better Internet Service 5 14.25 

 

The following projects received enough votes by Council for future consideration, but at this time Council wanted 
further information and investigation before committing to these projects.  

TIF Projects # Votes 
Scaled 
Rank 

Relocation of the Fairgrounds 4 11.25 
Connect Kennedy St to Hwy G or Lincoln 4 5.25 

 

As discussed by Council, upon the completion and final investigation of the projects listed above, the Council would 
recommend dissolving the TIF districts. As a reference only, below are the next highest ranked projects not receiving 
enough votes to be considered priorities by the whole committee. 

TIF Projects # Votes 
Scaled 
Rank 

Second Bridge 3 11 
Lift Station in Business Park 3 10 
Incubator facility 2 6 
Complete Commercial St 2 4.25 
Purchase Vacant Property Near Festival 2 3.25 
Insert Local Street between Hotels & BP 2 3 
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