
 



OFFICIAL NOTICE OF MEETING 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE OF THE MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
6:00PM 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2013 
MAUSTON CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
303 MANSION STREET 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Discussion and Action Regarding Minutes of September 24, 2013, Meeting 

3. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding Alliant Energy Request for Easement 

4. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding CP Rail Crossing Closure Request 

5. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding Riverside-Mansion Street Project A Pay Request #4 

6. Water and Sewer Income Statements Review 

7. Director of Public Works Report 

8. Adjourn 



OFFICIAL NOTICE OF MEETING 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE OF THE MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
6:00PM 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 
MAUSTON CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
303 MANSION STREET 
 
Call to Order/Roll Call The Public Works Committee of the Mauston Common Council met on Tuesday, 
September 24, 2013, in the Council Chambers of Mauston City Hall.  Chair Rick Noe called the meeting to 
order at 6:00pm.  Members present were Floyd Babcock, Francis McCoy, and Noe.  Also present were 
Director of Public Works Rob Nelson; Alderperson Steve Leavitt; and Alliant Energy Representatives 
Steve Beltz and Bill Bastian. 
 
Minutes McCoy/Babcock to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2013, meeting.  Motion carried 
by voice vote. 
 
Alliant Energy Request for Easement Beltz and Bastian explained the proposed project to bore a gas 
main under the Lemonweir River.  To accomplish that they need easements from the City on both the 
south and north sides of the river.  The drawings presented show the easement going through the newly 
renovated and landscaped portions of Riverside Park.  Committee questioned why Alliant’s work was 
not coordinated at the same time that Riverside Park construction was underway.  Bastian explained 
that he was not part of the project until late July. Beltz stated projects are generally left at the discretion 
of the local project manager; but two explanations may have been the safety concern of too many 
contractors on the same site at the same time, or weather concerns. 
Noe asked if the proposed reimbursement rate of 10% for the right to the easement was standard for 
Alliant, and requested information other municipalities that have the same agreement. 
Committee asked if Alliant had considered any other locations for the crossing. After discussion Beltz 
and Bastian agreed to move the location of the proposed easement on the south side of the river to the 
west within the right-of-way of Beach Street.  Committee consensus; that option is favorable. 
The item will be placed on the next Public Works Agenda. 
 
Lift Station #7 Engineering Estimates McCoy/Babcock to recommend to the Council to proceed with 
engineering design for Lift Station #7 at a cost not to exceed $20,000.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
CP Rail Request to Close Crossing on Hanover Street Committee consensus to negotiate with CP Rail 
toward an agreement authorizing the closing of the Hanover Street crossing in exchange for a 
commitment from CP Rail to provide regular, acceptable maintenance on the other crossings located 
within the City. 
 
Director of Public Works Report Nelson reported that residential Fall Clean-up is scheduled for October 
7, 8 and 9, on regular garbage pickup days. 
 
Adjourn Leavitt/Babcock to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 6:35pm. 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________   ________________ 
Rick Noe, Chair         Date  



  Dan Sabatka 
Canadian Pacific 
11306 Franklin Avenue 
Franklin Park, IL 60131 
 

Ryan Raske 
AECOM 
800 Lasalle Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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In the month of July 2013, AECOM reviewed the Hanover Street crossing over the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) mainline in 
Mauston, Wisconsin. The study was performed to evaluate general grade crossing safety and level of usage at the crossing. 
This report includes findings from field inspections, site survey data, site photos, traffic counter data, research and phone 
conversations with local officials and public safety departments. The report summarizes AECOM’s findings with a conclusion 
and recommendation based upon the findings.  

 

The Hanover Street grade crossing is located within the Town of Mauston in Juneau County, Wisconsin. The following are 
main roadways in Juneau County that serve the study area. 

− I-90/I-94 is a 4 lane Interstate Highway 

− U.S. 12 (Wisconsin 16) is a northwest-southwest route that connects the Mauston area to Western and Southern 
Wisconsin. 

− Wisconsin 58 is a north-south route that connects the Mauston area to Northern and Southern Wisconsin. 

− Wisconsin 82 is an east-west route that connects the Mauston area to I-39 to the east and to Western Wisconsin. 

Hanover Street is a local residential road that connects Tremont Street to State Street. Figure 1 shows Hanover Street 
crossing the CPR mainline to the southwest of the Maine Street/Hanover Street intersection. The area around the crossing is 
lightly wooded with some residential housing in all directions. As seen in Figure 2, it was also observed that several other 
crossings exist in the area surrounding Hanover Street that could serve as alternative routes in the event of a closing. Through 
site observations it was determined that all existing crossings featured in Figure 2 are equipped with active warning systems 
including gates and flashers with motion sensor circuitry and crossbucks. 

The CPR tracks consist of a single mainline track that is part of the Tomah Subdivision at mile post 214.56. This is a key rail 
corridor for CPR and Amtrak in the State of Wisconsin. The line provides a link between Chicago and destinations to the east, 
and St. Paul and destinations to the west. Railroad operations through the crossing consist of approximately 2 passenger 
trains and 20 freight trains per day traveling at a maximum timetable speed of 79 miles per hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Introduction 

2 General Findings 
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Figure 1 – Crossing Location 
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Figure 2 – Existing Crossings 
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Through field observations and Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA) sources outlined in Appendix A, specific characteristics of 
the Hanover Street Crossing were identified to evaluate the 
overall condition and safety of the roadway leading up to the 
tracks. It was observed through online mapping software that the 
typical roadway cross section consists of 22 feet of asphalt 
pavement with little to no shoulder. Hanover Street has no visible 
striping and no posted speed limit on the roadway; however, 
cross reference with FRA sources revealed a speed limit of 25 
miles per hour along Hanover. The road also showed evident 
signs of wear and cracking as seen in Figure 2. The crossing 
warning system at Hanover Street includes crossbucks and 
flashers and gates with motion sensor circuitry which were 
installed in 1991.  The crossing surface is a 36 foot wide rubber 
paneled crossing and includes a sidewalk on the west side of the 
street. 

Other important aspects involved in determining the safety of the crossing included the railroad approach grade and 
intersection angle of the roadway to the rail. Through the FRA Crossing Inventory Information sheet found in Appendix A and 
track charts provided by CP, it was determined that the grade of the track is approximately 0.14% in the area, and that the 
crossing angle is approximately 80 degrees. A detailed plan view of the crossing can be seen in Figure 4.  

 

Approaching Sight Distance 

Approaching sight distance (ASD) is the distance required for a traveling vehicle to see an approaching train in 
sufficient time to stop safely 15’ before the nearest rail. To meet ASD requirements, a driver needs an unobstructed 
field of vision along the approach in either direction. Per the AASHTO standards in Appendix E, the ASD for the 
crossing was measured at a point 187’ along Hanover Street from the nearest rail. Online mapping software was used 
to calculate the following approaching sight distances for the Hanover Street crossing: 

− For Hanover Street traffic headed southbound looking west, the ASD is approximately 75’ due to vegetation lining 
a house located to the northwest of the crossing. 

− For Hanover Street traffic headed southbound looking east, the ASD is approximately 75’ due to a house located 
to the northeast of the crossing. 

− For Hanover Street traffic headed northbound looking east, the ASD is approximately 45’ due to a house located 
to the southeast of the crossing. 

− For Hanover Street northbound traffic looking west, the ASD is approximately 100’ due to vegetation lining the 
sidewalk between two properties located to the southwest of the crossing. 

Based upon the speed of trains traveling through the crossing and the assumed speed of the roadway, AASHTO requires 
drivers to be able to see approximately 830’ down the track in either direction. Under these requirements, in the event of a 
gate failure the ASD at all approaches does not meet AASHTO guidelines. 
 

3 Hanover Street Crossing 

Figure 3 – Road Characteristics 
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Clearing Sight Distance 

Clearing sight distance (CSD) is a safety measure used to evaluate whether or not a driver stopped 15’ from the 
nearest rail has the line of sight along the rail necessary to safely judge whether or not the tracks can be crossed 
before the arrival of a train. Based on the FRA’s “Guidance on Traffic Control Devices at Highway-Rail Grade 
Crossings” publication, the following are minimum clearing sight distances, given in units of feet that should be 
provided for specific train speeds. 

 Table 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Based upon the data in Table 1, and the known maximum train speed of 79 MPH, the minimum required clearing sight 
distance for a driver using the Hanover Street crossing is 820’. With the aid of online mapping software and site photos, 
clearing sight distances were estimated for all approaches. The observations can be seen in the following:  

− For Hanover Street northbound traffic looking east the CSD is approximately 450’ 

− For Hanover Street northbound traffic looking west the CSD is greater than 1000’ 

− For Hanover Street southbound traffic looking west the CSD is greater than 1000’ 

− For Hanover Street southbound traffic looking east the CSD is greater than 1000’ 

 

Traffic and Crash Data 

AECOM collected traffic data using a tube counter located 20 feet south of the Hanover Road crossing. Data was 
collected for 48-hours from 1:00 PM on Wednesday, July 10th to 1:00 PM on Friday, July 12th. The traffic count for 
Hanover Avenue resulted in an ADT of 128 vehicles. The data also revealed that peak volumes generally occurred in 
the early afternoon and evening hours between 12:00 PM and 6:00PM. Further detailed data regarding the traffic 
counts can be found in Appendix B. From these results and railroad operations information, it was determined that the 
exposure factor (the product of AADT at the crossing and number of train movements per day) at the crossing was 
2816. No accident reports were available through FRA records. 
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Figure 4 – Detailed Approach 
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Figure 5 – Approaching Sight Distance 
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Figure 6 - Clearing Sight Distance 
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AECOM contacted local planning and public service agencies in order to collect data regarding the impact of closing the 
Hanover Street crossing. The following sections summarize the prevailing views and comments of local officials collected 
during conversations conducted to obtain additional details about the crossing. The notes from each official can be found in 
Appendix D.  

 

 Area Growth and Future Projects 

In order to determine the extent of future plans to grow the City of Mauston, Public Works Director Rob Nelson was 
contacted. In a conversation with Mr. Nelson, no concerns were raised over the potential closure in regard to city 
growth. Mr. Nelson also stated that Hanover Street does not serve as a major access point for local traffic crossing the 
railway.  

 

 Emergency Services 

In order to determine the effect of the Hanover Street crossing closure on emergency services in the area, the proper 
city police and fire departments were contacted. During a conversation with a police officer in charge at the Mauston 
Police Department, the officer expressed that Grove Street serves as the major north-south thoroughfare for Mauston 
residents and police; whereas Hanover is less prominently used. 

In another conversation with the Sparta Fire Department, Fire Chief Kim Hale did not express any conflict with the 
potential closing and went on to say that it would create no major inconveniences for the Fire Department. 

 

 Environmental 

After completing a preliminary scan of the area, it was determined that Decorah Lake the closest body of water to the 
roadway. After reviewing a FEMA Insurance Flood Rate map of the area, it was determined that the Decorah Lake 
floodplain did not intersect with any portion of Hanover Street. The full detailed map containing the floodplain 
information can be found in Appendix C.  

 

 

 

 

4 Area Characteristics 
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 School Bus Service 

Through conversation with the Office Manager of Jevco Transit Lisa Bauer, it was determined that the closing of the 
Hanover Street crossing would not pose a problem from the standpoint of district transportation to local area schools.  

 

 Transit Service 

A message left at Jevco Transit for Lisa Bauer regarding her knowledge of any public transit services in Masuton made 
on 7/19/13 went unreturned. 

 

 Existing Utilities 

Per conversation with Public Works Foreman, Chad Peterson, several utilities exist in the vicinity of the Hanover Street 
Crossing, including: 

- A 6 inch water main north of the tracks along Hanover Street, terminating at an existing fire hydrant north of the 
tracks.  This water main does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 2 inch copper water line south of tracks along Hanover Street, terminating with a stub end south of the tracks.  
This water line does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 48 inch storm sewer along the west side of Hanover Street that crosses under the tracks. 
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In order to determine the impact of closing the Hanover Crossing as it pertains to travel time, existing and alternative routes 
were analyzed and compared. In this analysis travel time and distance associated with an existing route were compared with 
the two alternative routes. Through conversations with local officials and a preliminary analysis, it was determined that 
emergency response involving fire, police and hospitals would not be affected by the crossing closure. A route was 
considered which would involve a driver utilizing Hanover Street in order to reach State Street. Descriptions of the routes and 
a table summarizing the analysis can be found in the following sections along with Figure 7 which shows all of the considered 
routes.  

 

 Existing Route 

This route considers a vehicle traveling from the intersection of Hanover Street and Tremont Street to the intersection of 
Hanover Street and State Street while utilizing Hanover Street. 

 

 Alternative Route 1 

This route considers a driver utilizing Tremont Street, Elm Street, Maine Street and Hanover Street in order to reach the 
Hanover Street and State Street intersection. 

 

 Alternative Route 2 

This route considers a driver using Tremont Street, Grove Street, Martin Street and State Street in order to reach the 
Hanover Street and State Street intersection. 

 

  

5 Travel Time Analysis 

Table 1 
  

Route Distance (Miles) Travel Time (Minutes) 

Existing 0.2 0.6 

Alternative 1 0.3 1 

Alternative 2 0.6 2 
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Figure 7 – Alternative Routes 
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The Hanover Street crossing was evaluated based on data collected and analyzed to determine the safety and operational 
impacts of the crossing closure. After completing the evaluation, the Hanover Street crossing is recommended for closure 
based on the following: 

− Hanover Street supports low traffic volumes consisting of an estimated AADT of 128 vehicles. 

− There are a multitude of alternative crossings, all equipped with advanced warning systems and gates, located within a 
0.5 mile radius of Hanover Street to the east and west. 

− The alternative route analysis revealed that multiple feasible alternate routes could be utilized in the event of a closing 
without drastically affecting travel time or distance.  

− Major officials contacted throughout the review process including Public Works Director Rob Nelson, The Mauston Police 
Department, Fire Chief Kim Hale and Office Manager of Jevco Transit Lisa Bauer, expressed little concern regarding the 
possibility of the Hanover Street Crossing Closure.  The above officials further stated that alternate routes exist which 
should accommodate their needs.  

− Several obstructions lining the roadway limit the approaching sight distance to a maximum of 100’, which does not satisfy 
the minimum criteria in the event of a gate failure.  

− Obstructions lining the right-of-way limit the clearing sight distance for northbound traffic looking east to 450’, which does 
not satisfy the minimum criteria. 

 

 

6 Conclusion and Recommendation 
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Appendix A.  
Federal Railroad 
Administration Data 
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Appendix B.   
Traffic Counter Data 
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Appendix C.  
Flood Maps 
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Appendix D.   
Record of 
Conversations 
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RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Kim Hale 
 
Title:  Fire Chief – Town of Mauston 
 
Phone:  608-847-5475 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/8/2013: Left a message explaining our business, and requested Mr. Hale to call back 
 
7/8/2013: Mr. Hale did not express any conflict with closing the Hanover Street Crossing and mentioned that the potential 
closing would not create a major inconvenience for the Fire Department. 
 
 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Rob Nelson 
 
Title:  Director of Public Works – City of Mauston 
 
Phone:  608-847-4070 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/8/2013: Mr. Nelson mentioned that Hanover Street does not serve as a major access point for local traffic crossing the 
railway and didn’t express any conflicts regarding the crossing closure. 
 
 
 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Officer in Charge 
 
Title:  Police Officer 
 
Phone:  608-847-4989 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/10/2013: Expressed that Grove served as the major thoroughfare for Mauston residents and police, whereas Hanover is less 
prominently utilized. 
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RECORD OF E-MAIL CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Lisa Bauer 
 
Title:  Office Manager – Jevco Transit 
 
Phone:  608-847-7493 
 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/17/2013: Ms. Bauer mentioned that closing Hanover Street would not pose a problem from the standpoint of district 
transportation. She also stated that Hanover Street is not a heavily used crossing for school bus transit. 
 
7/19/2013: A phone call regarding public transit in the area made to Jevco Transit went unreturned. 
 
 
 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Chad Peterson 
 
Title:  Public Works Foreman 
 
Phone:  608-847-4070 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
8/8/2013: An inquiry was made to Chad Peterson regarding existing utilities in the immediate vicinity of the Hanover Street 
Crossing.  Mr. Peterson mentioned there were existing utilities in the vicinity as follows: 
 

- A 6 inch water main north of the tracks along Hanover Street, terminating at an existing fire hydrant north of the 
tracks.  This water main does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 2 inch copper water line south of tracks along Hanover Street, terminating with a stub end south of the tracks.  
This water line does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 48 inch storm sewer along the west side of Hanover Street that crosses under the tracks. 
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Appendix F. 
Right of Way 
Map and Street 
Station Maps 
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Appendix G. 
Letter of 
Support from 
Amtrak 
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About AECOM` 
 
AECOM (NYSE: ACM) is a global provider of 
professional technical and management support 
services to a broad range of markets, including 
transportation, facilities, environmental, energy, water 
and government. With approximately 45,000 employees 
around the world, AECOM is a leader in all of the key 
markets that it serves. AECOM provides a blend of 
global reach, local knowledge, innovation, and 
collaborative technical excellence in delivering solutions 
that enhance and sustain the world’s built, natural, and 
social environments. A Fortune 500 company, AECOM 
serves clients in more than 100 countries and has 
annual revenue in excess of $6 billion. 
 
More information on AECOM and its services can be 
found at www.aecom.com. 

 
LaSalle Plaza 
800 LaSalle Avenue, Suite 110 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
T: 612.376.2000 
 
T: 612.376.2000 
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