
 



OFFICIAL NOTICE OF MEETING 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
6:30PM 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 
MAUSTON CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
303 MANSION STREET 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Discussion and Action Regarding Minutes of September 10, 2013, Meeting 

4. Citizens Address to the Council 

5. Public Works Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Alliant Energy Request for Easement 

b. Discussion and Action Regarding Lift Station #7 Engineering Estimates 

c. Discussion and Action Regarding CP Rail Request to Close Crossing on Hanover Street 

d. Director of Public Works Report 

6. Finance and Purchasing Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Vouchers 

7. Ordinances, Licenses, and Permits Committee Report 

a. First Reading Ordinance 2013-1060 Ordinance Establishing a Boat Launch Permit and Fee 
Structure for the Use of Boat Landings Owned and Maintained by the City of Mauston 

8. Health, Welfare and Sustainability Committee Report 

9. Plan Commission Report 

a. First Reading Ordinance 2013-1059 Ordinance Amending Chapter 22 Article 8 Regarding 
Business Signs 

10. Police Chief’s Report 

11. Mayor’s Report 

12. Adjourn 
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OFFICIAL MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF THE 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2013 
 
Call to Order/Roll Call The Mauston Common Council met on Tuesday, September 10, 2013, in the 
Council Chambers of Mauston City Hall.  Mayor Brian McGuire called the meeting to order at 6:35pm.  
Members present were Michel Messer, Dennis Nielsen, Dan May, Francis McCoy, Steve Leavitt, Rick 
Noe, and Floyd Babcock.  Also present were City Administrator, Nathan Thiel, Director of Public Works 
Rob Nelson, Police Chief Mark Messer, and Administrative Assistant Diane Kropiwka. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance McGuire led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Minutes Leavitt/McCoy to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2013, meeting.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 
 
Citizens Address to the Council none. 
 
Temporary Class “B”/”Class B” Picnic License Nielsen/Babcock to approve a temporary license for the 
Mauston Chamber of Commerce at the Charity Tractor/Truck Pull Saturday, September 14.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 
 
Public Works Committee Report 
Pay Requests 
Mansion Street 2013 – Project A Noe/McCoy to approve A-1 Excavating Pay Request #3 in the amount 
of $786,663.38.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Riverside Park 2013 – Project B Noe/McCoy to approve Pember Companies Pay Request #2 in the 
amount of $358,638.07.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
State Street Project Right of Way Acquisition Services Contract Award Noe/McCoy contract with 
Timbers-Selissen Land Specialists, Inc. for the land acquisition services for the State Street Project in the 
amount of $44,350.00.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
South Elm Street Lift Station Project Noe/McCoy to proceed with the engineering for the South Elm 
Street Lift Station.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Alliant Energy Request for Boring Easement – Riverside Park Noe reported that this item has been 
tabled additional information regarding the easement. 
 
Finance and Purchasing Committee Report 
Vouchers Nielsen/May to approve vouchers in the amount of $282,540.01.  Motion carried unanimously 
by roll call vote.  
2014 Budget Preparation Nielsen reported there will be a budget work session on Tuesday, October 1, 
at 5:30pm. 
  
Library Board Report Library Director Bridget Christensen reported there were seven special programs 
held during the summer which more than 900 people attended. Two new employees have been hired 
and started this week. The Friends of the Library will be switching to evening meetings. On September 
24, the Juneau County Health Department will be holding two informational sessions regarding the 
Affordable Health Care Act. The public is encouraged to attend. 
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Ambulance Commission Quarterly Report Babcock reported that the new building is progressing ahead 
of schedule.  The election of officers was postponed, because there was not a quorum at the last 
meeting. 
 
Room Tax Committee Quarterly Report Messer reported that the Pumpkin Bash is October 19 and 20 at 
Veterans Memorial Park.  The VisitMauston and Mauston Pumpkin Bash Websites have been updated.  
The Room Tax Committee has provided support funds to Muskies Matter, Inc., and to Women’s Night 
Out. 
 
Mayor’s Report McGuire turned the floor to Director of Public Works Rob Nelson who reported that the 
roundabout at the intersection of Grayside and Division is ahead of schedule and should be opening the 
week of October 21. 
2011 Water Fluoridation Quality Award McGuire presented the award the City won for maintaining 
CDC recommended fluoride levels in the water consistently for twelve months.  Nelson congratulated 
Water Operator Dave Bosgraaf for his efforts in obtaining the award. 
Appreciation Picnic McGuire announced the committee and employee appreciation picnic is September 
25 at the Band Shelter at Riverside Park. 
Police Activities McGuire congratulated Officer Eric Sanner and K-9 unit Kantor for another successful 
drug related arrest. 
 
Administrator’s Report 
WEDC S.A.G. Grant Award Contract Noe/Nielsen to accept the grant award and authorize McGuire and 
Thiel to execute the required documents.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Charity Tractor/Truck Pull September 14 at Veterans Memorial Park Thiel encouraged the public to 
attend this charity event sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce and benefitting the Holig Dairy 
Pavilion campaign and S.E.A. of Change, transitional housing non-profit organization. 
 
Adjourn Leavitt/Noe to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm. 
 
 
_____________________________________     ________________ 
Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator      Date 
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The undersigned Grantor(s) City of Mauston, a municipal corporation, (hereinafter 
called the "Grantor") , in consideration of the sum of one dollar ($1.00) and other good 
and valuable consideration, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby grant, 
convey and warrant unto Wisconsin Power and Light Company, a Wisconsin 
corporation (hereinafter called the “Grantee”) , the Grantee’s successors and assigns, 
the perpetual right and easement to construct, install, maintain, operate, repair, inspect, 
replace, add, relocate and remove the Designated Facilities, as indicated below, upon, in, 
over, through and across lands owned by the Grantor in the City of Mauston, County of 
Juneau, State of Wisconsin, said Easement Area to be described as follows: 
 
 

See attached Exhibits A, B, and C. 
 
 

This Easement is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Designated Facilities:  This easement is for underground natural gas line facilities, 
including but not limited to pipelines with valves, main and service laterals, and other 
appurtenant equipment above and underground associated with the transmission 
and distribution of natural gas products. 

2. Access:  The Grantee and its agents shall have the right of reasonable ingress and 
egress to, over and across the Grantor’s land adjacent to the Easement Area. 

3. Buildings and Structures: The Grantor agrees within the Easement Area not to 
construct or place buildings, structures, or other improvements, or place water, 
sewer or drainage facilities; all without the express written consent of the Grantee. 

4. Landscaping and Vegetation:  No plantings and landscaping are allowed within the Easement Area that will interfere with the 
easement rights herein granted.  The Grantee has the right to trim or remove trees, bushes and brush within the Easement Area without 
replacement or compensation hereinafter.  The Grantee may treat the stumps of any trees, bushes or brush to prevent re-growth and 
apply herbicides in accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations, for tree and brush control. 

5. Elevation:  After the installation of the facilities and final grading of the Easement Area, the Grantor agrees not to alter the elevation 
of the existing ground surface by more than six (6) inches or place rocks or boulders more than eight (8) inches in diameter, within the 
Easement Area, without the express written consent of the Grantee. 

6. Restoration and Damages:  The Grantee shall at its option, restore, cause to have restored or pay a reasonable sum for all 
damages to property, crops, fences, livestock, lawns, roads, fields and field tile (other than trees trimmed or cut down and removed), 
caused by the construction, maintenance or removal of said facilities. 

7. Rights not granted to the Grantee:  The Grantee shall not have the right to construct or place fences, buildings or any other 
facilities other than the above Designated Facilities. 

8. Reservation of use by the Grantor:   The right is hereby expressly reserved to the Grantor, the heirs, successors and assigns, of 
every use and enjoyment of said land within the Easement Area consistent with rights herein granted. 

9. Binding Effect:   This agreement is binding upon the heirs, successors and assigns of the parties hereto, and shall run with the lands 
described herein. 

  

 
EASEMENT 

NATURAL GAS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Record this document with the Register of Deeds 

 
 
 

Document No. 

Name and Return Address: 

  Alliant Energy 
  Attn:  Real Estate Department 
  4902 North Biltmore Lane, Suite 1000 
  Madison, WI 53718-2148 

Parcel Identification Number(s): 

  29251475.1, Public Access 
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WITNESS the signature(s) of the Grantor this ____________________ day of ____________________, 2013. 

City of Mauston, a municipal corporation 
 
 
_____________________________________________(SEAL) _____________________________________________(SEAL) 
Signature       Signature 

         
_________________________________________________  _________________________________________________ 
Printed Name and Title      Printed Name and Title 

 
_____________________________________________(SEAL) _____________________________________________(SEAL) 
Signature       Signature 

         
___________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________ 
Printed Name and Title      Printed Name and Title 

 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN   ) 
 )  SS 
COUNTY OF JUNEAU   ) 
 
Personally came before me this ______________ day of ____________________, 2013, the above named 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ to me known 

to be the person(s) who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged the same. 

 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Notary 

 
_________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name of Notary 
 
Notary Public, State of Wisconsin 
 
My Commission Expires (is) __________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This instrument drafted by:  
 
Steve M. Betz 
___________________________________ 
 
Jason A. Hogan 
___________________________________ 
Checked by: 
 
City of Mauston.docx 
September 18, 2013 

Project Title: Lemonweir River Bore 

ERP Activity ID: WR# 3813825 

Tract No.: 1 & 2 of 2 

PPN:  none 
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Exhibit A 
 
 
The easement being across lands owned by the City of Mauston on both the Northeasterly and 
Southwesterly side of the river, described as: 
 
Northeasterly side of the river: 
A 20 foot wide easement, lying 10 feet on each side of the following described reference line: 
 

Commencing at the Northeast Corner of Lot 1 of the Plat of the First Addition to Harmonisle 
Addition, being recorded August 4, 1965 in Volume 8 of Plats, on Page 10, as Document Number 
211555, in the office of the Register of Deeds for Juneau County, Wisconsin; thence 
S72°34’59”E, 50 feet (S72°43E, 60 feet)  to the Poi nt of Beginning for this description; thence 
S17°25’01”W, 165 feet, more or less (S17°17’W, 133. 38 feet), to the water edge of the 
Lemonweir River, and there ending.  
 
Grantor’s property being the Public Access parcel lying adjacent to and southwesterly of the right 
of way margin for Monroe Street, and adjacent to and easterly of Lot 1 of the Plat of the First 
Addition to Harmonisle Addition.     
 
Grantor’s property being located in part of the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of the Northeast 
Quarter (NE1/4) and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section 
12, Township 15 North, Range 3 East, City of Mauston, Juneau County Wisconsin. 
 
The side margins of the easement strip are lengthened or shortened to end at the property lines 
that are intersected by the above described reference line 
 
 
Southwesterly side of the river: 
A 20 foot wide easement, lying 10 feet on each side of the following described reference line: 
 

Commencing at the Southeast Corner of Block 3 of the Plat of Cotter and Fish Addition, being 
recorded September 24, 1859 in Volume 3 of Plats, on page 16 and 17, as Document Number 
P316, in the office of the Register of Deeds for Juneau County, Wisconsin; thence N49°26’55”W 
(N50°00’00”W), 50.00 feet; thence N40°23’32”E (N39° 58’30”E), 297.96 feet; thence S50°22’51”E 
(S51°04’40”W), 399.2 feet to the Point of Beginning  for this description; thence N25°24’29”E, 175 
feet, more or less, to the water edge of the Lemonweir River, and there ending. 
 
Grantor’s property being a part of Lot 1, Block 2 of the Plat of Cotter and Fish Addition, and being 
located in part of the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section 12, 
Township 15 North, Range 3 East, City of Mauston, Juneau County Wisconsin. 
 
Grantor’s warranty deed being recorded February 6, 1922 in Volume 111 of Deeds, on Page 206, 
as Document Number 125613, in the office of the Register of Deeds for Juneau County, 
Wisconsin.  Grantor’s Quit Claim Deed being recorded July 2, 1932 in Volume 124 of Deeds, on 
Page 126, as Document Number 144249, in the office of the Register of Deeds for Juneau 
County, Wisconsin. 
 
The side margins of the easement strip are lengthened or shortened to end at the property lines 
that are intersected by the above described reference line. 
 



From: Davy, Mark [mailto:MSDavy@Davyinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 1:46 PM 
To: Rob Nelson 
Cc: Davy, Michael; Wittenberg, Gary; Welte, Shawn 
Subject: Lift Station #7 Proposal 
 
Rob, 
  
We are looking forward to providing engineering services for the replacement of Lift Station #7. 
  
Lift Station #7 is located on South Elm Street.  This lift station is one of the older stations in the City and is located 
next to a drainage ditch that experiences flooding in the Spring.  The lift station is located on a small City owned 
parcel which, due to the proximity to the ditch, is not suitable for a replacement station. 
  
As we discussed several years ago, we recommend constructing a new Lift Station #7 south of the existing location 
at the end of Elm Street.  We understand this location is platted as a street but vacation is planned. It’s important 
to research the genesis of this street and 7th St. to assure that ownership reverts to the City with vacation.  
  
While sewer mains are commonly located in street rights of way, capital improvements like lift stations are 
normally located on parcels that are owned by the City in fee simple. This is usually required by the funding source. 
In this case you may not plan a special bond for this project so the site ownership would only become an issue at 
some point in the future when all sewer assets are reviewed. Generally, only Rural Development does that but it 
can complicate things for some other sources of financing as well. Bottom line is that the City is better off owning 
lift station sites. We will work with you to find the most practical way to site the LS. 
  
At this point, we will plan on vacation of the street providing a 33’ x 60’ parcel strip of land for the new lift 
station.  The lift station will be the above grade valve vault design and the estimated project cost is $300,000 to 
$350,000. That includes new sewer extending from the old lift station along South Elm Street to the new location 
and patching of the street.  There may be extra costs associated with excavation if temporary construction 
easements are not provided by the neighbors. 
  
We will to start with the field work as soon as Gary is available, perhaps next week. The field work and data entry 
into the CAD file is estimated to cost $5,000.00. That will complete the site plan with all the existing conditions. 
Preparation of the plans and specifications (Design) for the lift station, sewer extension and street repair is 
estimated to cost $15,000.00. Once we have an idea of your funding source and schedule we can provide 
estimates for the Bid & Award and Construction Phase engineering. 
  
We do not need any special engineering agreement for this work; we’ll just consider it an extension of our 2009 
contract. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark S. Davy, P.E. 
Davy Engineering Co. 
115 6th Street S. 
La Crosse, WI  54601 
608-782-3130 
msdavy@davyinc.com 
  
 



  Dan Sabatka 
Canadian Pacific 
11306 Franklin Avenue 
Franklin Park, IL 60131 
 

Ryan Raske 
AECOM 
800 Lasalle Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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In the month of July 2013, AECOM reviewed the Hanover Street crossing over the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) mainline in 
Mauston, Wisconsin. The study was performed to evaluate general grade crossing safety and level of usage at the crossing. 
This report includes findings from field inspections, site survey data, site photos, traffic counter data, research and phone 
conversations with local officials and public safety departments. The report summarizes AECOM’s findings with a conclusion 
and recommendation based upon the findings.  

 

The Hanover Street grade crossing is located within the Town of Mauston in Juneau County, Wisconsin. The following are 
main roadways in Juneau County that serve the study area. 

− I-90/I-94 is a 4 lane Interstate Highway 

− U.S. 12 (Wisconsin 16) is a northwest-southwest route that connects the Mauston area to Western and Southern 
Wisconsin. 

− Wisconsin 58 is a north-south route that connects the Mauston area to Northern and Southern Wisconsin. 

− Wisconsin 82 is an east-west route that connects the Mauston area to I-39 to the east and to Western Wisconsin. 

Hanover Street is a local residential road that connects Tremont Street to State Street. Figure 1 shows Hanover Street 
crossing the CPR mainline to the southwest of the Maine Street/Hanover Street intersection. The area around the crossing is 
lightly wooded with some residential housing in all directions. As seen in Figure 2, it was also observed that several other 
crossings exist in the area surrounding Hanover Street that could serve as alternative routes in the event of a closing. Through 
site observations it was determined that all existing crossings featured in Figure 2 are equipped with active warning systems 
including gates and flashers with motion sensor circuitry and crossbucks. 

The CPR tracks consist of a single mainline track that is part of the Tomah Subdivision at mile post 214.56. This is a key rail 
corridor for CPR and Amtrak in the State of Wisconsin. The line provides a link between Chicago and destinations to the east, 
and St. Paul and destinations to the west. Railroad operations through the crossing consist of approximately 2 passenger 
trains and 20 freight trains per day traveling at a maximum timetable speed of 79 miles per hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Introduction 

2 General Findings 
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Figure 1 – Crossing Location 
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Figure 2 – Existing Crossings 
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Through field observations and Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA) sources outlined in Appendix A, specific characteristics of 
the Hanover Street Crossing were identified to evaluate the 
overall condition and safety of the roadway leading up to the 
tracks. It was observed through online mapping software that the 
typical roadway cross section consists of 22 feet of asphalt 
pavement with little to no shoulder. Hanover Street has no visible 
striping and no posted speed limit on the roadway; however, 
cross reference with FRA sources revealed a speed limit of 25 
miles per hour along Hanover. The road also showed evident 
signs of wear and cracking as seen in Figure 2. The crossing 
warning system at Hanover Street includes crossbucks and 
flashers and gates with motion sensor circuitry which were 
installed in 1991.  The crossing surface is a 36 foot wide rubber 
paneled crossing and includes a sidewalk on the west side of the 
street. 

Other important aspects involved in determining the safety of the crossing included the railroad approach grade and 
intersection angle of the roadway to the rail. Through the FRA Crossing Inventory Information sheet found in Appendix A and 
track charts provided by CP, it was determined that the grade of the track is approximately 0.14% in the area, and that the 
crossing angle is approximately 80 degrees. A detailed plan view of the crossing can be seen in Figure 4.  

 

Approaching Sight Distance 

Approaching sight distance (ASD) is the distance required for a traveling vehicle to see an approaching train in 
sufficient time to stop safely 15’ before the nearest rail. To meet ASD requirements, a driver needs an unobstructed 
field of vision along the approach in either direction. Per the AASHTO standards in Appendix E, the ASD for the 
crossing was measured at a point 187’ along Hanover Street from the nearest rail. Online mapping software was used 
to calculate the following approaching sight distances for the Hanover Street crossing: 

− For Hanover Street traffic headed southbound looking west, the ASD is approximately 75’ due to vegetation lining 
a house located to the northwest of the crossing. 

− For Hanover Street traffic headed southbound looking east, the ASD is approximately 75’ due to a house located 
to the northeast of the crossing. 

− For Hanover Street traffic headed northbound looking east, the ASD is approximately 45’ due to a house located 
to the southeast of the crossing. 

− For Hanover Street northbound traffic looking west, the ASD is approximately 100’ due to vegetation lining the 
sidewalk between two properties located to the southwest of the crossing. 

Based upon the speed of trains traveling through the crossing and the assumed speed of the roadway, AASHTO requires 
drivers to be able to see approximately 830’ down the track in either direction. Under these requirements, in the event of a 
gate failure the ASD at all approaches does not meet AASHTO guidelines. 
 

3 Hanover Street Crossing 

Figure 3 – Road Characteristics 
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Clearing Sight Distance 

Clearing sight distance (CSD) is a safety measure used to evaluate whether or not a driver stopped 15’ from the 
nearest rail has the line of sight along the rail necessary to safely judge whether or not the tracks can be crossed 
before the arrival of a train. Based on the FRA’s “Guidance on Traffic Control Devices at Highway-Rail Grade 
Crossings” publication, the following are minimum clearing sight distances, given in units of feet that should be 
provided for specific train speeds. 

 Table 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Based upon the data in Table 1, and the known maximum train speed of 79 MPH, the minimum required clearing sight 
distance for a driver using the Hanover Street crossing is 820’. With the aid of online mapping software and site photos, 
clearing sight distances were estimated for all approaches. The observations can be seen in the following:  

− For Hanover Street northbound traffic looking east the CSD is approximately 450’ 

− For Hanover Street northbound traffic looking west the CSD is greater than 1000’ 

− For Hanover Street southbound traffic looking west the CSD is greater than 1000’ 

− For Hanover Street southbound traffic looking east the CSD is greater than 1000’ 

 

Traffic and Crash Data 

AECOM collected traffic data using a tube counter located 20 feet south of the Hanover Road crossing. Data was 
collected for 48-hours from 1:00 PM on Wednesday, July 10th to 1:00 PM on Friday, July 12th. The traffic count for 
Hanover Avenue resulted in an ADT of 128 vehicles. The data also revealed that peak volumes generally occurred in 
the early afternoon and evening hours between 12:00 PM and 6:00PM. Further detailed data regarding the traffic 
counts can be found in Appendix B. From these results and railroad operations information, it was determined that the 
exposure factor (the product of AADT at the crossing and number of train movements per day) at the crossing was 
2816. No accident reports were available through FRA records. 
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Figure 4 – Detailed Approach 
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Figure 5 – Approaching Sight Distance 
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Figure 6 - Clearing Sight Distance 
 

 

 

 
 

 



AECOM Crossing Closure Study – 390813L – Hanover Street 9 

 July 2013 
 

AECOM contacted local planning and public service agencies in order to collect data regarding the impact of closing the 
Hanover Street crossing. The following sections summarize the prevailing views and comments of local officials collected 
during conversations conducted to obtain additional details about the crossing. The notes from each official can be found in 
Appendix D.  

 

 Area Growth and Future Projects 

In order to determine the extent of future plans to grow the City of Mauston, Public Works Director Rob Nelson was 
contacted. In a conversation with Mr. Nelson, no concerns were raised over the potential closure in regard to city 
growth. Mr. Nelson also stated that Hanover Street does not serve as a major access point for local traffic crossing the 
railway.  

 

 Emergency Services 

In order to determine the effect of the Hanover Street crossing closure on emergency services in the area, the proper 
city police and fire departments were contacted. During a conversation with a police officer in charge at the Mauston 
Police Department, the officer expressed that Grove Street serves as the major north-south thoroughfare for Mauston 
residents and police; whereas Hanover is less prominently used. 

In another conversation with the Sparta Fire Department, Fire Chief Kim Hale did not express any conflict with the 
potential closing and went on to say that it would create no major inconveniences for the Fire Department. 

 

 Environmental 

After completing a preliminary scan of the area, it was determined that Decorah Lake the closest body of water to the 
roadway. After reviewing a FEMA Insurance Flood Rate map of the area, it was determined that the Decorah Lake 
floodplain did not intersect with any portion of Hanover Street. The full detailed map containing the floodplain 
information can be found in Appendix C.  

 

 

 

 

4 Area Characteristics 
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 School Bus Service 

Through conversation with the Office Manager of Jevco Transit Lisa Bauer, it was determined that the closing of the 
Hanover Street crossing would not pose a problem from the standpoint of district transportation to local area schools.  

 

 Transit Service 

A message left at Jevco Transit for Lisa Bauer regarding her knowledge of any public transit services in Masuton made 
on 7/19/13 went unreturned. 

 

 Existing Utilities 

Per conversation with Public Works Foreman, Chad Peterson, several utilities exist in the vicinity of the Hanover Street 
Crossing, including: 

- A 6 inch water main north of the tracks along Hanover Street, terminating at an existing fire hydrant north of the 
tracks.  This water main does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 2 inch copper water line south of tracks along Hanover Street, terminating with a stub end south of the tracks.  
This water line does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 48 inch storm sewer along the west side of Hanover Street that crosses under the tracks. 
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In order to determine the impact of closing the Hanover Crossing as it pertains to travel time, existing and alternative routes 
were analyzed and compared. In this analysis travel time and distance associated with an existing route were compared with 
the two alternative routes. Through conversations with local officials and a preliminary analysis, it was determined that 
emergency response involving fire, police and hospitals would not be affected by the crossing closure. A route was 
considered which would involve a driver utilizing Hanover Street in order to reach State Street. Descriptions of the routes and 
a table summarizing the analysis can be found in the following sections along with Figure 7 which shows all of the considered 
routes.  

 

 Existing Route 

This route considers a vehicle traveling from the intersection of Hanover Street and Tremont Street to the intersection of 
Hanover Street and State Street while utilizing Hanover Street. 

 

 Alternative Route 1 

This route considers a driver utilizing Tremont Street, Elm Street, Maine Street and Hanover Street in order to reach the 
Hanover Street and State Street intersection. 

 

 Alternative Route 2 

This route considers a driver using Tremont Street, Grove Street, Martin Street and State Street in order to reach the 
Hanover Street and State Street intersection. 

 

  

5 Travel Time Analysis 

Table 1 
  

Route Distance (Miles) Travel Time (Minutes) 

Existing 0.2 0.6 

Alternative 1 0.3 1 

Alternative 2 0.6 2 
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Figure 7 – Alternative Routes 
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The Hanover Street crossing was evaluated based on data collected and analyzed to determine the safety and operational 
impacts of the crossing closure. After completing the evaluation, the Hanover Street crossing is recommended for closure 
based on the following: 

− Hanover Street supports low traffic volumes consisting of an estimated AADT of 128 vehicles. 

− There are a multitude of alternative crossings, all equipped with advanced warning systems and gates, located within a 
0.5 mile radius of Hanover Street to the east and west. 

− The alternative route analysis revealed that multiple feasible alternate routes could be utilized in the event of a closing 
without drastically affecting travel time or distance.  

− Major officials contacted throughout the review process including Public Works Director Rob Nelson, The Mauston Police 
Department, Fire Chief Kim Hale and Office Manager of Jevco Transit Lisa Bauer, expressed little concern regarding the 
possibility of the Hanover Street Crossing Closure.  The above officials further stated that alternate routes exist which 
should accommodate their needs.  

− Several obstructions lining the roadway limit the approaching sight distance to a maximum of 100’, which does not satisfy 
the minimum criteria in the event of a gate failure.  

− Obstructions lining the right-of-way limit the clearing sight distance for northbound traffic looking east to 450’, which does 
not satisfy the minimum criteria. 

 

 

6 Conclusion and Recommendation 
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Appendix A.  
Federal Railroad 
Administration Data 
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Appendix B.   
Traffic Counter Data 
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Appendix C.  
Flood Maps 
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Appendix D.   
Record of 
Conversations 
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RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Kim Hale 
 
Title:  Fire Chief – Town of Mauston 
 
Phone:  608-847-5475 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/8/2013: Left a message explaining our business, and requested Mr. Hale to call back 
 
7/8/2013: Mr. Hale did not express any conflict with closing the Hanover Street Crossing and mentioned that the potential 
closing would not create a major inconvenience for the Fire Department. 
 
 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Rob Nelson 
 
Title:  Director of Public Works – City of Mauston 
 
Phone:  608-847-4070 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/8/2013: Mr. Nelson mentioned that Hanover Street does not serve as a major access point for local traffic crossing the 
railway and didn’t express any conflicts regarding the crossing closure. 
 
 
 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Officer in Charge 
 
Title:  Police Officer 
 
Phone:  608-847-4989 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/10/2013: Expressed that Grove served as the major thoroughfare for Mauston residents and police, whereas Hanover is less 
prominently utilized. 
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RECORD OF E-MAIL CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Lisa Bauer 
 
Title:  Office Manager – Jevco Transit 
 
Phone:  608-847-7493 
 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
7/17/2013: Ms. Bauer mentioned that closing Hanover Street would not pose a problem from the standpoint of district 
transportation. She also stated that Hanover Street is not a heavily used crossing for school bus transit. 
 
7/19/2013: A phone call regarding public transit in the area made to Jevco Transit went unreturned. 
 
 
 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
Project:  Hanover Street Crossing Closure 
 
Made By: Ryan Raske 
 
Contact:  Chad Peterson 
 
Title:  Public Works Foreman 
 
Phone:  608-847-4070 
 
SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION 
 
8/8/2013: An inquiry was made to Chad Peterson regarding existing utilities in the immediate vicinity of the Hanover Street 
Crossing.  Mr. Peterson mentioned there were existing utilities in the vicinity as follows: 
 

- A 6 inch water main north of the tracks along Hanover Street, terminating at an existing fire hydrant north of the 
tracks.  This water main does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 2 inch copper water line south of tracks along Hanover Street, terminating with a stub end south of the tracks.  
This water line does not cross under the tracks. 

- A 48 inch storm sewer along the west side of Hanover Street that crosses under the tracks. 
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Appendix E.  
AASHTO 
Approaching 
Sight Distance 
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Appendix F. 
Right of Way 
Map and Street 
Station Maps 
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Appendix G. 
Letter of 
Support from 
Amtrak 
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About AECOM` 
 
AECOM (NYSE: ACM) is a global provider of 
professional technical and management support 
services to a broad range of markets, including 
transportation, facilities, environmental, energy, water 
and government. With approximately 45,000 employees 
around the world, AECOM is a leader in all of the key 
markets that it serves. AECOM provides a blend of 
global reach, local knowledge, innovation, and 
collaborative technical excellence in delivering solutions 
that enhance and sustain the world’s built, natural, and 
social environments. A Fortune 500 company, AECOM 
serves clients in more than 100 countries and has 
annual revenue in excess of $6 billion. 
 
More information on AECOM and its services can be 
found at www.aecom.com. 

 
LaSalle Plaza 
800 LaSalle Avenue, Suite 110 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
T: 612.376.2000 
 
T: 612.376.2000 
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 To: City of Mauston – Finance Committee 

 From: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 

 Subject: Library Budget Request 

 Date: September 20, 2013 
 
 

The Library Board has requested to meet with the Committee at the next committee meeting to make a request that 
the City contribution once again return to $310K. The Board tends to stick to these talking points: 

· City contribution has remained flat and even dropped over the past 10 years 
· Request for equity among departments 
· Denial that other revenue are reliable sources of funding 
· The County contribution is expected to decrease next year (note: it fluctuates every other year by about $8K) 
· The City should not penalize them for being fiscally responsible with their money 

I have included the income statement for the Library. Please note they did not submit all of these numbers, and I 
made adjustments to more accurately reflect historical and audited revenue incomes. A few talking points: 

· Library continues to operate with a surplus 
· Library staff have received generous wage increases (3-4%) compared to City staff in the past few years 
· If circulation were the indicator of cost sharing library operations, circulation currently is 2/3 county 1/3 city, 

and funding is reversed.  

In the end I would recommend the Committee stick to the argument that the City will establish funding and budgets 
based on needs. Currently the library has a weak argument for need given its annual surplus and significant fund 
balance. There are greater or more significant demands within our community. 



CITY OF MAUSTON

LIBRARY FUND

SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY13 Proposed FY14

Actual Actual Actual Budget Projected Change Budget

REVENUES

County Reimbursement 178,586$      175,887$     169,049$         183,548$     183,548$      (8,878)           174,670$    

Fines & Forfeitures 24,813           33,013         22,641             21,000         21,000          ‐                     21,000        

Donations 7,175             2,476           1,262               900              900               100               1,000          

Winding Rivers Grant 6,100             13,353         10,991             6,100           6,100            ‐                     6,100          

Interest Income 3,168             6,585           2,712               15,191         8,000            (8,791)           6,400          

Operating Revenues 219,843        231,314      206,655          226,739      219,548       (17,569)         209,170     

City Contribution 310,000        310,000      291,400           291,400      291,400       18,600          310,000     

TOTAL REVENUES 529,843        541,314      498,055          518,139      510,948       1,031            519,170     

EXPENDITURES 

Salary 168,344        183,746      192,424           203,000      196,847       6,000            209,000     

Benefit 87,686           91,125         83,290             93,300         81,812          6,950            100,250     

Professional Service ‐                      20                70                     100              100               ‐                     100             

Contractual Service 124,815        129,413      61,742             110,601      114,075       (16,201)         94,400        

Supplies 63,324           70,688         72,429             73,079         81,439          1,246            74,325        

Operating Expenditures 444,169        474,991      409,956          480,080      474,273       (2,005)          478,075     

Capital Outlay ‐                      ‐                    17,274             22,000         10,045          500               22,500        

Reserve Funds 30,753           30,825         12,540             ‐                    12,000          ‐                     ‐                   

Fixed Cost 4,675             5,648           5,272               5,535           5,535            ‐                     5,535          

Non‐Operating Expenditures 35,428           36,473         35,086             27,535         27,580          500               28,035        

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 479,597        511,464$     445,042$         507,615$     501,853$      (1,505)$        506,110$    

Net Revenues over Expenditures 50,246          29,850        52,316            10,524        9,095           2,536           13,060       

Library Fund Reserve Balanace 366,833        396,683      448,999           459,523      458,094       471,154     

Ratio ‐ Fund Balance:Expenditures 83% 84% 110% 96% 97% 99%
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Date: September 20, 2013  

To: Ordinances, Licenses, and Permits Committee   

From: Diane Kropiwka, Administrative Assistant 

Re:  Boat Launch Fees 

 

 

Attached is the draft ordinance establishing the boat launch permit and fee structure.  Also 
attached is information on the estimated costs for production of the forms, envelopes and 
decals.  The lowest estimated cost for out-sourced production is $.98 per set. 
 
That cost estimate does not include the cost for the required signage, fee deposit boxes, or staff 
time to monitor the launch sites.   
 
I felt the ratio between the anticipated costs and the proposed fee structure warranted making 
the committee aware, and offering an opportunity to review the fee structure. 



LAUNCH FEE SUPPLIES PRODUCTION COSTS

Lowest Outsourced price

500 Permit/Envelopes Stuffed 0.51

500 Decals 0.47

0.98

Permit/Envelope 500 glued 1000 glued 500 stuffed 1000 stuffed

Sun Printing 0.70$          0.51$           0.65$           0.46$             

Castle Rock Graphix x x 0.51$           0.38$             

Bires Business Sol.

Inhouse 0.39$          0.25$            

Decals 500 1000

Sun Printing 0.47$          0.31$          

Castle Rock Graphix 0.95$          0.51$          

Inhouse 0.38$         0.24$          

Inhouse

Included in pricing above 500 pieces 1000 pieces

In house labor rate $28/hour 0.28$          0.14$          

5 hour est. time
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CITY OF MAUSTON 
Ordinance 2013- 1060 

Ordinance Establishing a Boat Launch Permit and Fee Structure for the Use of Boat Landings Owned and 
Maintained by the City of Mauston 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Mauston owns, operates, and maintains the following boat landings: Riverside 
Park and Highway 12/16 West; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Mauston has expended and expects to continue to expend substantial sums of 
money provided by local property taxes for the facilities at Riverside Park and Highway 12/16 West; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Mauston has determined that the continued 
maintenance of the above facilities requires a fair and reasonable fee to be charged to boat operators and 
owners to supplement revenues received from local property taxes for these facilities;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Mauston Common Council does hereby ordain as follows: Chapter 12, 
Subchapter VI of the Mauston Code of Ordinances is hereby created; and directs that this ordinance and any 
adopted amendments shall be filed with the Wisconsin Department of Revenue Recreational Boating Facilities 
Division. 
 
12.60 State Laws Adopted For the protection of life and property through regulation of boat operation and 

water recreation activities on waters within the corporate boundaries of the City, and in compliance 
with Wisconsin State Statute 30.77(2), the following enumerated sections of the Wisconsin Statutes, 
as from time to time amended, are adopted and made a part of this chapter by reference as if fully set 
forth herein: 
30.50 Definitions 
30.51 Certificate of number and registration; requirements; exemptions 
30.52 Certificate of number and registration; application; certification and registration period; fees; 

issuance 
30.53 Certificate of origin; requirements; contents 
30.54 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates 
30.55 Notice of abandonment or destruction of boat or change of address 
30.60 Classification of motorboats 
30.61 Lighting equipment 
30.64 Patrol boats 
30.65 Traffic rules 
30.66 Speed restrictions 
30.675 Distress signal flag 
30.68 Prohibited operation 
30.69 Water skiing 
30.70 Skin diving 
30.71 Disposal of waste from boats equipped with toilets 
30.77 Local regulation of boating 
30.79 Local water safety patrols; state aids 
 

12.61 Boat Launch Fee Established 
 (1)  Effective with the passage of this ordinance, boat launch fees shall be as follows: 
  (a)  Daily Launch Fee: $2 per day for each watercraft launched 
  (b)  Annual Launch Fee: $20 per calendar year for each watercraft launched 
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 (2)  The daily launch fee shall be paid at the launch site. 
(3)  Annual launch permits are available at City Hall during business hours or can be purchased at the 

launch site by completing the launch permit envelope form; placing the annual permit fee into a 
site envelope, and depositing said envelope and fee in the launch site drop-box. 

 
12.62 Information Necessary to Issue Launch Permit The following information shall be included on any 

launch fee deposit envelope or annual launch permit application. 
(1)  Complete name, address, and phone number, of person purchasing launch permit; 
(2)  Date and Time of Boat Launch, or annual launch permit purchase date; 
(3)  Type of permit being purchased;  
(4)  Complete license plate information including issuing state and plate number on vehicle towing 

boat trailer 
(5)  Instructions for completing and depositing the launch permit fee envelope 
(6)  Instructions where to place the daily launch permit in the towing vehicle or annual launch 

permit sticker on the boat trailer 
(7)  Notice of penalty for non-payment of launch permit fee 
(8)  Applicable cautionary statements for permit user, permit purchaser, and boat operator/s. 
(8)  Launch permit forms shall be sequentially numbered 

 
12.63 Launch Fee Regulations 

(1)  No person shall launch a watercraft from any launch site owned by the City of Mauston without 
paying the applicable launch fee established in this Chapter.  

(2)  Any vehicle left at the launch site for more than twenty-four hours shall pay the daily launch fee 
for each twenty-four hour period, or portion thereof. 

(3)  The fee shall be placed in the envelope supplied at the launch sites and placed in the deposit box 
at each site. 

(4)  The current daily launch permit is to be displayed on the driver’s side dashboard so as to be visible 
through the glass and readable from the outside of the vehicle. 

(5)  The current annual launch permit sticker is to be attached to the tongue of the boat trailer on the 
driver’s side, so as to be visible from a standing position facing the trailer. 

(6)  Permits must be firmly attached using the adhesive provided on the sticker; the use of tape or 
other temporary adhesives is not permitted. 

(7)  No commercial exclusions; commercial users must obtain an annual launch permit. 
(8)  Government agencies are exempt (WI DNR, Municipal, US Army Corps of Engineers, Law 

Enforcement, Fire Services and Fish & Wildlife). 
(9)  Any attempt to avoid launch fees or display of expired or unauthorized permits, may be grounds 

for issuance of a municipal citation. 
(8)  The registered owner of any vehicle used to commit a violation of this ordinance shall be 

responsible for citation fees and associated costs. 
 
12.64 Signage and Payment Information Per State Statute 30.77(4), regulations outlined by this ordinance, 
and instructions for payment of the launch permit fees shall be displayed at each municipal launch site in a 
legible and weather protected manner.  A locked drop box and payment envelopes will be available at each 
launch site. Additional information pertaining to boating and the boat launch facilities may be posted at the 
discretion of the Director or Public Works (DPW), or designee.  No information shall be posted without the 
direct consent of the DPW or designee. 
  



Page 3 of 3 
 

12.65 Revenue Collection and Disposition 
(1)  The DPW, or designee, shall be responsible to check the drop box and collect fees deposited at 

each launch site in a timely manner. 
(2)  Upon collection, staff may compare the fees deposited with the vehicles in the parking area of 

each launch.  A municipal citation may be issued for any vehicles in the parking area that are in 
violation of this ordinance. 

(3)  All funds deposited in the lock boxes shall be turned over to the City Treasurer or designee as 
quickly as is practical. 

(4)  Launch fees collected shall be maintained in a non-lapsing fund and shall be used to offset 
expenses incurred for operation and maintenance of the launch sites. 

 
12.66  Penalties 

(1)  The penalty for violation of this ordinance shall be a twenty-five dollar ($25) municipal citation. 
(2)  Within ten (10) calendar days of the issued citation, penalties shall be paid in person or mailed to 

Mauston City Hall.  The cancelled check will serve as the receipt. 
(3)  Unpaid citations shall be forwarded to the Municipal Court.  Violators shall be responsible for all 

costs incurred to collect this debt; including but not limited to legal fees and court costs. 
(4)  The registered owner of any vehicle used to commit a violation of this ordinance shall be 

responsible for citation fees and all associated costs. 
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Ordinance No. 2013-1059 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22 ARTICLE 8 REGARDING BUSINESS SIGNS 
 

WHEREAS, the current Mauston Zoning Ordinance is limited in addressing varying circumstances 
with regard to height of pylon signs; and  

 
WHEREAS, the purpose of this amendment is to improve flexibility by providing a conditional use 

process for pylon sign height; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Plan commission has reviewed this matter and has recommended the 

amendments described below; and  
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing has been conducted on this matter by the Plan Commission and all 

interested parties were given an opportunity to be heard.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, on motion duly made and seconded, the Common Council of the City of 

Mauston does hereby ordain that the following sections of the Mauston Zoning Ordinance be amended 
as follows:  

 
1. Section 22.805(4)(b)(2) is amended to add: “Considerations for pylon sign height include: 

impact on neighboring properties, proximity to principal structure versus street, and height of 
surrounding structures.” 

 
2. Section 22.809(1)(b)(2)(c) is amended to read: Max. Height of Pylon Sign: Eight (8) feet. 

Minor deviation may be approved by conditional use.  
 
3. Section 22.809(1)(c) is removed. 
 
4. Section 22.809(1)(d) is renumbered to 22.809(1)(c).  
 
5. Section 22.809(1)(e) is renumbered to 22.809(1)(d), and the now 22.809(1)(d)(3)(c) is 

amended to read Max. Height of Pylon Sign: See 22.805(4)(b).  
 
6. Section 22.809(1)(f) is renumbered to 22.809(1)(e),shall read: For NO and NB Zoning 

Districts, and will add the following: 
 

(3)  Permitted Sign Type: Window: 
(a) Max. No: Unlimited 
(b) Max. Area: 25% of window area for “window signs”, but unlimited area for window 

displays.    
 
Introduced and adopted this _____________ day of _____________________________, 2013. 
 
APPROVED: ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________________ ___________________________________  
Brian T. McGuire, Mayor Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 
 
• Date of Public Hearing and Plan Commission Recommendation: ____________________  

Proposed timeline: 
Pub Hearing-Pl Com   9/12/13 
1st reading-Council 9/24/12 
2nd reading & adopt 10/8/13 



• Dates of Council Readings: _______________ and ________________  
• Date of Adoption: _________________                    
• Votes: ____________ ayes ____________ nays ______________ abstentions 
• Date of Publication: ________________________________      



Employee Appreciation Picnic 
All employees, spouses, and children are invited! 

 
 

Wednesday, September 25, 2013, 5p – 7p 
Riverside Park – New Band Shelter!! 

. . .just our way of saying. . . 

Thank You! 
Dedicated employees like YOU help to make Mauston the great and 

growing community it is! 
 

Please RSVP to your supervisor by   Wednesday, September 18, 2013 
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