


OFFICIAL NOTICE OF MEETING 
OF THE 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
6:30PM 
MAY 14, 2013 
MAUSTON CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
303 MANSION STREET 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Discussion and Action Regarding Minutes of April 23, 2013, Meeting 

4. Citizens Address to the Council 
When addressing the council, please step to the podium and state your full name and full address 

5. Discussion and Action Regarding Temporary Amendment to Liquor License – Carl’s Bright Spot 

6. Finance Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Vouchers 

7. Ordinance Committee Report 

a. Ordinance 2013-1055 Ordinance 2013-1055 Ordinance Dissolving the Community Development 
Committee  Second Reading 

b. Discussion and Action Regarding Ordinance 2013-1055 

c. Ordinance 2013-1056 Ordinance Amending Fire Inspection and Enforcement Ordinances Second 
Reading 

d. Discussion and Action Regarding Ordinance 2013-1056 

e. Ordinance 2013-1057 Ordinance Amending Special Assessment Ordinance Second Reading 

f. Discussion and Action Regarding Ordinance 2013-1057 

8. Library Board Report 

9. Board of Park Commissioners Report 

10. Mayor’s Report 

a. Appointments 

11. City Administrator’s Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Contracting with Essex – CVN (Community Venture Network) 
Agreement 

b. TIF Plan Review 

12. Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of 
public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever 
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session 

a. Economic Development Land Transactions 

13. Reconvene In Open Session 

14. Possible Discussion and Action as Result of Closed Session Matters 

15. Adjourn 
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OFFICIAL MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF THE 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
APRIL 23, 2013 

 

Call to Order/Roll Call The Mauston Common Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 23, 2013, 
in the Council Chambers of Mauston City Hall.  Mayor Brian McGuire called the meeting to order at 
6:35pm.  Members present were Michel Messer, Dennis Nielsen, Dan May, Francis McCoy, Steve Leavitt, 
Rick Noe, and Floyd Babcock.  Also present were City Administrator Nathan Thiel, Police Chief Mark 
Messer, Public Works Director Rob Nelson, City Attorney Rebecca Richards-Bria, and Administrative 
Assistant Diane Kropiwka. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance McGuire led the pledge of allegiance 
 
Minutes Nielsen/May to approve the minutes of the April 9 and April 16, 2013, meetings.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 
 
Operator’s License Babcock/Messer to approve a new operator’s license for Ashley S. Herritz.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 
 
Citizens Address to the Council None 
 
Public Works Committee Report 
Chair and Recording Secretary Noe reported that he had been elected to serve as committee chair and 
Rob Nelson was serving as recording secretary. 
Purchase of Truck Noe/McCoy to purchase the Peterbilt truck in the amount of $88,550.00.  Motion 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Special Assessment Adjustment Request Noe/McCoy to reduce the Mansion Street Assessment for St. 
Patrick’s Church to the residential amount, as per past practice.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 
Well #3 Inspection and Maintenance tabled to a future date. 
Director of Public Works Report Nelson reported that Spring Clean-up is next week; both electronic and 
Freon containing items must have a sticker that can be purchased at City Hall.  The Mansion Street 
project has started; project updates and information will be posted on the City website 
www.mauston.com  The Highway 82/58 redesignation and roundabout work will begin on May 20, 
2013. 
Finance and Purchasing Committee Report 
Chair and Recording Secretary Nielsen reported that he had been elected to serve as committee chair 
and Messer was elected to serve as recording secretary. 
Vouchers Nielsen/May to approve vouchers in the amount of $269,701.35.  Motion carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 
Write-Off of Uncollected Personal Property Tax Messer/May to recommend to write-off $2943 of 
delinquent Personal Property Tax for America’s Best Value Inn/Alaskan Motel.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
Write-Off of Uncollected Emergency Response Fee Committee directed the matter be presented to the 
PFC. 
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Resolution 2013-08 Resolution Authorizing the City of Mauston to Join the Central Wisconsin Regional 
Loan Fund Nielsen/Messer to adopt Resolution 2013-08.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
Space Needs Study Nielsen/May to contract with MSA-Professional Services to conduct a space needs 
study for the administrative building in an amount not to exceed $5,000.  Motion carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 
 
Ordinance, Licenses and Permits Committee Report 
Committee Chair and Recording Secretary McCoy reported that he had been elected to serve as 
committee chair and Leavitt was elected to serve as recording secretary. 
Recommendation Regarding Ordinance Amendments McCoy reported that the committee 
recommends adoption of the three ordinances presented on the agenda. 
Ordinance 2013-1055 Ordinance Dissolving the Community Development Committee The first reading 
was accomplished. 
Ordinance 2013-1056 Ordinance Amending Fire Inspection and Enforcement Ordinances The first 
reading was accomplished. 
Ordinance 2013-1057 Ordinance Amending Special Assessment Ordinance The first reading was 
accomplished. 
 
Plan Commission Report McGuire reported that a public hearing was held for the Lenorud’s Services 
Transfer Station project; Kwik Trip Gateway Ave (Hwy 82) location has requested to amend their 
conditional use permit for additional work. 
 
Police Chief’s Report Messer reported one of the squads struck a deer, repairs are pending.  Cantor, the 
K-9 unit, and Officer Sanner are in their last phase of training; it will be completed in four weeks. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayoral Proclamation – National Volunteer Week McGuire read the proclamation and thanked all local 
volunteers who work for the betterment of the community. 
 
Administrator’s Report 
Strategic Plan Update Thiel reported that the second Council meeting of May will incorporate a report 
on the progress of last year’s strategic plan and the strategic planning session for 2013-14. 
City Council Meeting Recordings Thiel announced that the council meetings are now available as video 
on the City website www.mauston.com. 
 
Closed Session Noe/McCoy to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e).  
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  Council went into closed session at 7:00pm. 
 
Adjourn Leavitt/Messer to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote.  With nothing to report in open 
session, the meeting adjourned at 8:00pm. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________   ___________________ 
Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator      Date 
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MEMO 
 

 
 

 To: City of Mauston – Finance Committee 

 From: Cindy Schlichting, Deputy Treasurer 

 Subject: Assessments Applied to Tax Roll 

 Date: May 10, 2013 
 
 

The City attaches assessments to a property at the end of each year for delinquent monies owed to us.  These liens stay 
with the property until they are paid.  In most cases, the owners will pay the taxes and assessments over a period of 
time.  There are the cases where the owners do not pay the debt and after several years of delinquent taxes the 
property falls to the possession of the County. The City generally has the first right to possess the property for the back 
taxes, but the typical practices is to let it fall to the County.  When the property is sold at some future date, then the 
liens are paid with the money received.  Often times, the sale is not sufficient to pay the total amount of liens.  In cases 
like this, the County often asks the City to waive their liens so the property can be sold for less.  The City has not wished 
to set a precedent and has not waived the liens.   

By law the County is not obligated to honor past assessments. The County has now taken the position that they do not 
have a liability to pay any special assessments to municipalities after they obtain title by foreclosure.  I am including the 
memo of legal opinion from the County Counsel.   

The City does have the first right to purchase properties that we hold liens on.  Perhaps this is something we should 
consider, as then we will have the opportunity to set up the payback on the property. However taking the property will 
also result in maintenance of the property. 

 











ORDINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

ITEMS 



MEMO 
 

 
 

 To: City of Mauston – Ordinance Committee 

 From: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 

 Subject: Prohibited Animals and Chicken Ordinance 

 Date: May 10, 2013 
 
 

The committee was asked to again review a change to City ordinance to allow chickens within City limits. Attached are 
the documents brought before the committee a year ago. The same considerations apply. At the time no change was 
made and the issue was tabled. However there are still a few discrepancies and questionable interpretations existing 
primarily: 

1. The zoning ordinance allows husbandry in agriculturally zoned property, and the licenses and permits 
ordinance prohibits farm animals. 

2. There has been an interpretation loophole with regard to 4H clubs. The ordinance appears to allow citizens to 
keep normally prohibited animals if it is for a 4-H project or show and meets some general criteria. The 
ordinance does not qualify a project or show or set any limits to duration or how many animals. 

 Should the committee feel the issue should be tabled again, it would be appropriate to formulate a response should a 
future request come forward again.  

 



















12.41 Prohibited Animals  
(1) No person owning or in charge of any horse, mule, cattle, sheep, goat, swine, 
geese, chickens or other domestic livestock, poultry or fowl, or any wild, dangerous, 
vicious, poisonous or carnivorous animal, insect or reptile, shall keep such animals 
or permit such animals to run at large in any part of the City.  
 
(2) The prohibitions of subsection (1) above shall not apply where the creatures are 
in the care, custody or control of: a veterinarian for treatment; agricultural fairs; 
shows or projects of 4-H Clubs; a display for judging purposes; an itinerant or 
transient carnival, circus or other show; licensed pet shops; licensed nature preserve 
or zoological gardens; provided:  
 

(a) This location conforms to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
(b) All animals and animal quarters are kept in a clean and sanitary condition 
and so maintained as to eliminate objectionable odors and disease.  
 
(c) Animals are maintained in quarters so constructed as to prevent escape.  
 

(d) No person lives or resides within 100 feet of the quarters in which the animals 
are kept. 



MEMO 
 

 
 

 To: Ordinance Committee 

 From: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 

 Subject: Creation of School Bus Flashing Lights Ordinance     

 Date: May 14, 2013 
 
 

Lisa Bauer of Jevco recently approached the City with a request for the City to investigate establishing a City Ordinance, 
which requires School Buses to use their red warning lights and flashing stop paddle whenever making a stop in town.  

State Statute 346.48(2)(b)2 indicates: 

School bus operators shall not use the flashing red warning lights in residence or business districts when pupils 
or other authorized passengers are to be loaded or unloaded where a sidewalk and curb are laid on both sides of 
the road, unless required otherwise by municipal ordinance enacted under s. 349.21 (1). 

Some cities have enacted ordinances. Green Bay permits flashing lights only if a student is crossing the street at the 
scheduled stop. The ordinance could also be crafted to identify specific locations within the City or designated streets.  
Jevco’s preference is that the ordinance is a mandate rather than permission. They do not want an ordinance that is 
situational based and left to the bus driver to decided, creating a liability.  

Lisa indicated several residents and parents have approached her about demanding bus drivers activate the flashing 
lights at stops in town. On the flipside I also recently had an individual approach me aggravated that a bus used their 
lights when they were not supposed to in town. No matter the position taken with this ordinance there will be 
opposition.  
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3.208 Uniform Chart of Accounts 
The Uniform Chart of Accounts, as recommended by the Wisconsin Department 
of Revenue, shall be used as the principal method of charting accounts, provided: 
(Amended per Ord. 778)  

 
(1) It may not be necessary to utilize all accounts during any one budget year. 

 
(2) Accounts may be added and deleted with the approval of the Council. 

 
(3) A specific name, purpose and term may be established or modified for any 

account, as approved by the Council. 
 
3.209 Non-Lapsing Continuing Appropriation Accounts 

The following non-lapsing continuing appropriation accounts are hereby 
established for the following purposes: (Amended per Ord. 779 and Ord. 809) 

 
(1) "Administration" for: 

 
(a) The replacement of office equipment and furnishings in the 

Administrative Offices. 
 

(b) The maintenance and repair of the Municipal Buildings. 
 

(c) The condemnation of dilapidated property or other property 
designated for a public use through the condemnation process. 

 
(2) "Police Department" for: 
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(a) The replacement of office equipment and furnishings in the Police 
Department. 

 
(b) The replacement of Police squad vehicles. 

 
(c) The maintenance, repair and replacement of the emergency warning 

system. 
 

(3) "Fire Department" for: 
 

(a) The replacement of office equipment and furnishings in the Fire 
Department. 

 
(b) The major repair and replacement of fire fighting equipment. 

 
(c) The replacement of Fire Department vehicles. 

 
(4) "Street Department" for: 

 
(a) The replacement of equipment used in the repair, maintenance, 

construction of streets and associated appurtenances. 
 

(b) The construction or reconstruction of streets and associated 
appurtenances. 

 
(c) The repair, replacement and/or new construction of curbs, sidewalks, 

storm sewer, bridges and dams. 
 

(5) "Library" for: 
 

(a) The replacement of office equipment and furnishings at the Library. 
 

(b) The construction of a new library, including site acquisition, 
architectural fees and similar expenses. 

 
(6) "Park Improvements" for: 

 
(a) The repair, replacement and/or new construction of park facilities 

and equipment. 
 

(b) Capital expenditures for the summer recreation programs. 
 

(7) "Industrial Park" for: 
 

(a) Those expenditures incurred to foster industrial growth and 
development within the municipality. 
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(8) "Snow Removal" for: 
 

(a) The removal of snow and ice from municipal roadways. 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Ordinance No. 2013-1055 
ORDINANCE DISSOLVING THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT COMMITTEE AND 

REASSIGNING AUTHORITY TO THE HEALTH WELFARE AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
 

WHEREAS, the Community Development Grant Committee meets on an infrequent and irregular basis due to 
lack of CDBG funding; and, 

 
WHEREAS, these duties could easily fall under the purview of the already existing Health, Welfare and 

Sustainability Committee; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, on motion duly made and seconded, the Common Council of the City of Mauston does 

hereby ordain that Section 3.412 of the Mauston Code of Ordinances be stricken and 3.501 of the Mauston Code of 
Ordinances amended to read as follows:  
 
3.501 Standing Committees 
 

(1) Creation: The following standing committees are hereby established and given the 
following duties and powers: 

 
(a) The Finance and Purchasing Committee shall be primarily responsible for 

formulating the annual budget and reviewing the purchasing of supplies and 
equipment, and such other matters as may be referred to it by the Council. 

 
(b) The Health, Welfare, and Sustainability Committee shall be primarily responsible 

for the monitoring of the health and welfare of the City, including the enforcement 
of the Building Maintenance and Public Nuisance Ordinance (Chapter 13, infra.), 
oversight of housing and property rehabilitation programs, and to make 
recommendations to the Council concerning issues relating to building 
maintenance, public nuisances, and issues affecting environmental sustainability 
and such other matters as may be referred to it by the Council. (amended per Ord. 
1037) 

 
The Committee shall also administer the various federal and state housing 
programs and grants awarded to the City. Such administration shall include the 
review, ranking, approval and disapproval of loans, the disbursement of grant 
funds including new funds and revolving funds, the preparation, recording and 
preserving of necessary documents, and such other duties and procedures as 
may be imposed from time to time by the Wisconsin Department of Housing or 
any other granting authority. 
 

APPROVED: ATTEST: 
 
 ___             ____  ___                     
Brian T. McGuire, Mayor Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 
 

   
• Dates of Readings: _______________ and ________________  
• Date of Adoption: _________________                    
• Votes: ___ ayes ___ nays ____ abstentions ___absent 
• Date of Publication: ________________________________  
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Ordinance No. 2013-1056 

ORDINANCE AMENDING FIRE INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT ORDINANCES 

WHEREAS, the Fire Chief under ordinance 3.310 has been charged to “Carry out duties and 
exercise powers” of fire inspections as outlined by State Statute; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City Ordinance recognizes authority of the Fire Inspector to enforce and inspect 

under 13.90 of this ordinance but falls short in defining the fire inspection process and providing means 
to enforce inspection violations; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the fire inspections and the enforcement of fire codes is in the interest of public 

safety for the entire community; 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, on motion duly made and seconded, the Common Council of the City of 

Mauston does hereby ordain that Section 6.09 and Section 25.02 (4)(e) be added to the Mauston Code 
of Ordinances as follows:  
 
6.09    Fire Prevention ................................................................................................ 6-9 

(1)  State Codes ............................................................................................ 6-9 
(2)  Fire Chief to Be Fire Inspector .............................................................. 6-10 
(3)  Inspection Duties .................................................................................. 6-10 
(4)  Citation Authority .................................................................................. 6-10 
(5)  Inspection Fees .................................................................................... 6-10 
(6)  Entering on Premises............................................................................ 6-10 
(7)  Disclaimer on Inspections .................................................................... 6-10 
(8)  Licenses or Permit Withheld ................................................................ 6-11  
(9)  Violation and Penalty ............................................................................ 6-11 

 

6.09 Fire Prevention 

 (1)  State Codes: Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Code, the 
statutory provisions of Section 101.14 Fire Inspections, Prevention, 
Detection and Suppression, Wis. Stats., and the following chapters of the 
Wisconsin Administrative Codes are hereby adopted by reference and 
made a part of this Code as if fully set forth herein.  

(2) Fire Chief to Be Fire Inspector: The Fire Chief shall hold the office of Fire 
Inspector with power to appoint one or more Deputy Fire Inspectors, who 
shall perform the same duties and shall have the same powers as the Fire 
Inspector. 

(3) Inspection Duties: It shall be the duty of the Fire Chief to provide for the 
inspection of every public building and place of employment to determine 
and cause to be eliminated any fire hazard or any violation of any law 
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relating to fire hazards or to the prevention of fires, to the extent required 
by §101.14,Wis. Stats. and Ch. ILHR 14Wis. Adm. Code, and the Chief 
shall further make and keep on file written reports of such inspections as 
may be required by the Wisconsin Department of Industry, Labor and 
Human Relations. 

(4)  Citation Authority: The Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Inspectors shall be 
authorized to issue citations for violations of this section using the uniform 
citation method set forth in Chapter 25 of this Code. 

(5)  Inspection Fees: There is hereby established the following fee schedule 
for each inspection required by this ordinance: 

  Fee 
 Routine Annual and Semi-annual Inspection  $ 0.00 

 There is hereby established the following fee schedule for re-inspection 
required by this ordinance which is necessitated by the existence of a 
violation(s) of this ordinance ascertained during a routine inspection: 

 Any passing re-inspection $ 0.00 ea. 

 All failed re-inspections  $75.00 ea. 

 (6)  Entering on Premises: In accordance with section 13.90 of this code, no 
person shall deny a Fire Inspector free access to any property within the 
City with proper notice and at a reasonable time for the purpose of making 
fire inspections. No person shall hinder or obstruct a Fire Inspector in the 
performance of his/her duty or refuse to observe any lawful direction given 
by the Inspector. The Fire Chief shall be deemed a peace officer for the 
purpose of applying for, obtaining and executing a special inspection 
warrant pursuant to §66.0119, Wis. Stats. 

(7)  Disclaimer on Inspections: The purpose of the inspections under this 
section is to comply with the fire inspection provisions of the State codes. 
The inspections and the reports, findings and orders issued after such 
inspections are not intended as, nor are they to be construed as, a 
guarantee. In order to advise owners, occupants and other interested 
persons, a disclaimer shall be included in each inspection report as 
follows: "The findings of the inspection contained herein are intended to 
report conditions of non-compliance with Code provisions that are readily 
apparent at the time of inspection. The inspection does not involve a 
detailed examination of the mechanical systems or the closed premises. 
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The City makes no warranty or representation, expressed or implied, that 
its inspection of the property has discovered all fire code violations or all 
fire hazards or that this report contains a complete list of all fire code 
violations existing on the property inspected herein. 

(8)  Licenses or Permit Withheld: No license shall be granted or renewed for 
the operation of any trade, profession, business or privilege for which a 
license is required by any provisions of this Code nor shall any occupancy 
permit under Ch. 14 of this Code be issued for any property that contains 
any outstanding violation of this section. 

(9)  Violation and Penalty: Any person who violates, disobeys, neglects, omits 
or refuses to comply with, or resists the enforcement of any of the 
provisions of this section shall be subject to a penalty as provided in Ch. 
ILHR 14 Adm. Code or §25.01 of this Code, whichever is greater. 

 

25.02 Citation Method of Enforcement 
 
(4) Issuance: Citations authorized under this Section may be issued by the following 

City personnel for the following violations: 

 (e)  The City Fire Chief may issue a citation for any violation of Chapters 6 
and 13. 

APPROVED: ATTEST: 
 
 
 ___             ____  ___                     
Brian T. McGuire, Mayor Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 
 

   
• Dates of Readings: _______________ and ________________  
• Date of Adoption: _________________                    
• Votes: ___ ayes ___ nays ____ abstentions ___absent 
• Date of Publication: ________________________________  

 

 

 



Ordinance No. 2013-1057 

ORDINANCE AMENDING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT LANGUAGE 

WHEREAS, the term “Driveway Apron” is not specifically identified in the current ordinance as either a city cost 
or the cost of the property owner; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the intent of special assessments is to assign costs to the property owner where the improvement 

primarily benefits the owner and a driveway apron would meet this criteria; and, 
 
WHEREAS, assessing for driveway aprons is the City’s common practice and wishes to remain true to the 

ordinance’s language to assess for what is “fair, reasonable, and necessary” and “consistently applied throughout the 
City”;  

NOW, THEREFORE, on motion duly made and seconded, the Common Council of the City of Mauston does 
hereby ordain that Mauston Code of Ordinances Section 15.50(2)(b)(4) be amended; Section 15.50(2)(b)(6) be added; 
and Section 15.51(2)(a)(5) be amended to read as follows:  

 
15.50 Reconstruction Projects 
 (2) Policy: 
  (b) Property Owners 

(4) Sidewalks & driveway aprons: 100% of costs, except those property owners who 
have reconstructed their entire sidewalk within the past 10 years shall be given the 
following-described credit, provided all of the following conditions are met: 

 
(6)  Any and all other public right-of-way improvements which provide a benefit to 

the adjoining property owner. 100% of cost. 
 

 
15.51 New-Construction Projects 

(2) Policy 
(a) The costs to construct the following new items shall be paid in full by the 

owner/developer: 
 

(5) Sidewalks and driveway aprons,  including all excavation, earth work, grading, 
aggregate placement, compaction, aggregate shaping, and boulevard restoration, 
including all excavation, earthwork, grading, compaction, top soil, seed mulch, 
fertilizer, sod and other restoration labor and materials. 

 
APPROVED: ATTEST: 
 
 
 ___             ____  ___                     
Brian T. McGuire, Mayor Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 
 

   
· Dates of Readings: _______________ and ________________  
· Date of Adoption: _________________                    
· Votes: ___ ayes ___ nays ____ abstentions ___absent 
· Date of Publication: ________________________________  
 



ADMINISTRATOR’S 
ITEMS 



MEMO 
 

 
 

 To: City of Mauston – City Council 

 From: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 

 Subject: Community Venture Network 

 Date: May 10, 2013 
 
 

Attached is a brief summary of the Network as well as a contract agreement for the amount of $4,250. I have now gone 
to two of these events on a trial basis. The first was in December, and the second was just this last April. The network or 
program basically generates leads for attracting new industry to our community. At both events, I was impressed with 
the quality of industries presented.  

If you will recall, earlier this year the City was trying to attract a company Dossette LLC to our community. That was the 
result of this program. Currently I am in process of attracting two other industries. While being in this network does not 
guarantee an industry will come to Mauston, it has already generated several leads and I believe this is a good use of 
Economic Development funding. The city budgeted $10K in 2013 for economic development professional services, and 
there is sufficient funding for this item.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Professionally managed by Essex Capital, LLC, the Community Venture Network (CVN) was 

formed for rural communities and expanding companies in 1991 in an effort to bring high growth 

businesses together with economic development professionals seeking to attract business expansions 

and relocations to their community. 

Emerging growth businesses find that the reduced operating costs, lower labor rates, attractive 

financial incentives and unified community support provide the maximum opportunities for 

successful business growth.  Too often, however, the community and the business never find each 

other.   

Thus CVN was formed to assist communities in identifying these potential prospects.  CVN 

conducts active outreach programs to identify these emerging businesses and educate them on the 

benefits of seeking “out state” locations.  We have a significant referral network and also conduct 

our own outreach, targeting companies in manufacturing, distribution, technology, medical and 

alternative energy industries.   

Three times per year, we present 8 of these companies to our Network of communities and 

program partners.  As a private program, we are membership-based and limited to working with 

30 development groups.  Programs are hosted in Minneapolis with ND, SD, MN, IA, WI and NE 

communities formally represented; other states can be brought into the fold when appropriate.   

 

Each presenter works with our staff to craft a presentation and community expansion opportunity 

that will be presented in a summary document for each attendee as well as a 25 minute 

presentation.  If you are a community interested in learning more or if you have clients who may 

benefit from being introduced to our Network of communities, please feel free to contact us at:   

 

 

 

 

Justin Erickson – Principal 

EsseX Capital, LLC 

8120 Penn Avenue South 

Suite 100W 

Bloomington, MN  55431 

(651) 204-2986 



 
 

                                                                               EsseX Capital, LLC 
                 
                   (651) 204-2986       8100 Penn Ave South 
                   (612) 281-4648 Cell       Suite 150E 
                   Justin@Essexllc.net         Bloomington, MN  55431 
        
 
 

AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
Between 

CITY OF MAUSTON 
and 

ESSEX CAPITAL, LLC 
  

This Agreement, made this 1st day of June, 2013, by and between the City of 
Mauston (hereinafter referred to as "member") and EsseX Capital, LLC 
(hereinafter referred to as “ESSEX”), is an agreement for membership in the 
Community Venture Network (hereinafter referred to as "CVN"). 
 

SECTION I 
 
Professional Services 
 
ESSEX shall provide the following services to the member: 
 
A) ESSEX shall professionally manage the CVN. 

 
1) Provide support staff services and materials at regularly scheduled 
meetings of the CVN.  
 
2) Notify members of dates of meetings, prepare agendas and necessary 
materials, and conduct all activities relative to the meetings and functions of 
the CVN. 

 
B) ESSEX shall conduct an active outreach program. 
 

1) Emphasize the availability of member's economic development resources 
to the business community. 

    
2) Maintain continuous contact with accountants, attorneys, venture 
capitalists, business brokers, and the private banking community to 
generate referrals. 

 
 3)  Initiate and maintain a business prospecting program. 



 
C) ESSEX shall recruit prospects/presenters for CVN presentations. 
 
 1) CVN will identify business prospects in one of the following 
categories: 
 

a) "Development stage" companies with existing product lines 
and seeking expansion capital. 

  
  b) Business acquisitions. New business owners seeking 

additional equity or expansion capital. 
  
  c) Expansions and/or relocations of existing businesses. 
 

d) Businesses who will provide high quality jobs 
 
e) Present a minimum of twenty-four (24) business prospects at 

regularly scheduled meetings throughout the year. 
 

D) ESSEX shall conduct preliminary review and screening of CVN prospects. 
 
 1) Assess financial and support service needs of prospects. 
 
 2) Prepare uniform summaries of applicants that address prospects' 

needs. 
 
 3) Schedule follow-up meetings with member community to arrange for 

contacts with prospects. 
 
SECTION II 
 
Payment for Services 
 
A) Members/client shall pay, upon execution of this contract, an annual fee of 

$4,250. 
 
B) ESSEX shall notify members/client at least 60 days in advance of the end 

of any program service year of any changes in annual fees and/or 
significant program characteristics. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SECTION III 
 
Terms of Contract 
 
 This is an annual agreement with the service year beginning June 1st, 2013 
– May 31st, 2014. 
  
SECTION IV  
 
 This agreement may be amended by mutual written consent of both parties 
hereto duly exercised and signed by both.   
 
SECTION V 
 
 Each party to this agreement binds themselves and their partners, 
successors, executors, administrators, and assigns to the other party of this 
agreement and to the partners, successors, executors, administrators, and assigns 
of such other party, in respect to all covenants of this agreement.  Nothing herein 
shall be construed as giving any rights or benefits hereunder to anyone other than 
the parties to this agreement.  ESSEX reserves the right to assign their interest in 
this contract to a related entity, so long as the performance and terms of the 
program remain as outlined herein.  
 
In witness whereof, the parties have executed this agreement on the 1st day of 
June, 2013. 
      
EsseX Capital, LLC  City of Mauston 
 
 

  
By          By_________________________ 
Justin D. Erickson, Principal 
       Its _________________________ 
 
       Attest       
 
 
 



MEMO 
 

 
 

 To: City of Mauston – City Council 

 From: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 

 Subject: TIF District Review 

 Date: May 10, 2013 
 
 

In preparation for the Strategic Plan in two weeks, I wanted to review the TIF District plans as amended last year. 
Attached are the financial outlines, as well as a project map. Please note that the funding stream for the TIF 3 project 
plan is adequate to support the projects listed. Many of the items on the TIF 2 project plan were developed earlier in the 
life of the district and would require additional development in order to generate the funding stream.  

City Staff has actively been pursuing these plans as outlined, primarily for TIF 3. It is an aggressive capital project plan. I 
wanted to go through the several items on the two separate lists, discuss in brief, and answer any questions. This should 
allow Council an opportunity to get a good preview in order to be better prepared for further discussion at the Strategic 
Plan.  
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