
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF MEETING 
OF THE 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
6:30PM 
TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2012 
MAUSTON CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
303 MANSION STREET 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Discussion and Action Regarding Minutes of March 27, 2012, Meeting 

4. Proclamation Recognizing Renee Hazelton, Deputy Clerk, 20th Year of Service and 
Wisconsin Rural Water Association Administrative Professional of the Year 

5. Citizens Address to the Council 
When addressing the Council please state your full name and full address 

6. Introduction and Oath of Office for Part-time Patrol Officer Adam Noe 

7. GMADC Quarterly Report 

8. Airport Commission Report 

9. Library Board Report 

10. Fire Chief’s Report 

11. Public Works Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Standby Power and Storage Building Project Pay 
Request #5 

b. Discussion and Action Regarding Resolution 2012-03 – Recreational Boating 
Financial Assistance Resolution 

c. Discussion and Action Regarding Resolution 2012-04 – Resolution Authorizing 
Submission of DNR Stewardship Grant Application 

d. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Loader-Backhoe Purchase 

e. Director of Public Works Report 

f. Any Other Business Properly Brought Before the Council 

12. Finance and Purchasing Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Action Regarding Vouchers 

b. Any Other Business Properly Brought Before the Council 

13. Ordinances, Licenses, and Permits Committee Report 

a. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding Amending Ordinance 12.41 Prohibited 
Animals 



b. Ordinance 2012-1051 Ordinance Creating Aldermanic Districts and Identifying 
County Supervisory District Boundaries – Second Reading 

c. Discussion and Action Regarding Ordinance 2012-1051 

d. Any Other Business Properly Brought Before the Council 

14. Mayor’s Report 

15. City Administrator’s Report 

a. Strategic Planning Work Session 

16. Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating 
the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed 
session 

a. Potential Sale of Property 

b. Purchase of Property 

17. Reconvene in Open Session 

18. Possible Discussion and Action as Result of Closed Session Matters 

19. Any Other Business Properly Brought Before the Council 

20. Adjourn 
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OFFICIAL MINUTES OF MEETING 
OF THE 
MAUSTON COMMON COUNCIL 
MARCH 27, 2012 
 
Call to Order/Roll Call The Mauston Common Council met in regular session on Tuesday, March 
27, 2012, in the Council Chambers of Mauston City Hall.  Mayor Brian McGuire called the 
meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Members present were Michel Messer, Dennis Nielsen, Dan May, 
Francis McCoy, Paul Huebner, Rick Noe, and Floyd Babcock.  Also present were City 
Administrator Nathan Thiel, and Police Chief Mark Messer. 
 
Pledge Mayor McGuire led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Minutes McCoy/Noe to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2012, meeting.  Motion carried 
by voice vote. 
 
Transfer of Alcohol License Messer/Babcock to transfer the alcohol beverage license for Cinco 
de Mayo to Andres Valencia.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Finance and Purchasing Committee Report 
Vouchers Huebner/May to approve vouchers in the amount of $177,026.59.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
Water Tower Space Marketing Agreement Huebner/May contract with LandMark to market 
space on Mauston’s water tower to cellular phone service providers. 
Thiel explained the marketing agreement will not affect the lease currently in place. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Police Chief’s Report 
Vehicle The Tahoe should be in operation by mid-April. 
K-9 Dog The dog has arrived and has begun training with his handler Eric Sanner.  The squad car 
modifications should be completed by mid-April. 
Police Department Squad and Portable Radio upgrades will be completed later this week. 
There may be grant monies available to upgrade the police department base station as well. 
 
Plan Commission Report McGuire reported a conditional use permit was issued to Kudick’s for 
directional signs.  The Commission is exploring a centralized location for garage sale signs. 
 
Ordinance 2012-1050 Ordinance Amending Chapter 10 of the Mauston Code of Ordinances 
Airport Vehicle and Pedestrian Traffic Ordinance The second reading was accomplished. 
Babcock/Messer to adopt Ordinance 2012-1050.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
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Municipal Court Judge Appointment Mayor McGuire put forward the name of Seth Tully to be 
appointed at Municipal Court Judge.  Messer/Nielsen to approve the Mayor’s appointment of 
Seth Tully as Municipal Court Judge.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
City Administrator’s Report 
Real Estate Services Contracts 
McCoy/May to contract with GJ Meisbauer and Associates, LLC for the State Highway 58/82 
Redesignation Project in the amount of $25,350.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
McCoy/Messer to amend the contract with GJ Meisbauer and Associates, LLC for the Grayside 
Avenue and Division Street Intersection Project in the amount of $20,800.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
Ordinance 2012-1051 Ordinance Creating Aldermanic Districts and Identifying County 
Supervisory District Boundaries The first reading was accomplished. 
 
Adjourn Huebner/McCoy to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 
6:55pm. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________   ___________________ 
Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator     Date 
 



City of Mauston 
Mayoral Proclamation 

Recognizing Renee Hazelton for 20 years of Employment  
and the WRWA Administrative Professional of the Year 

Presented April 10th, 2012 
 

WHEREAS, Renee Hazelton has officially served the City as the Deputy 
Clerk /Utility Clerk since July 20, 1992, and before that as a temporary employee for 
several months and therefore reached her 20th year; and  

 
WHEREAS, she was recently named the 2012 Administrative Professional of 

the Year by the Wisconsin Rural Water Association; and 
 
WHEREAS, the vital services she has provided over the years includes 

elections, utility billing, front counter and customer service, payment processing, and 
payroll preparation, to name a few; and  

 
WHEREAS, she has continually showed dedication and loyalty to her job, to 

the extent of telling a doctor they had to provide a favorable diagnosis because she 
had to work an election the next day; and  

 
WHEREAS, she continues to reflect attributes of hard work, diligence and 

dependability not only as an employee but in her own personal life as a mother, new 
grandmother, and cancer survivor; and 

 
WHEREAS, appreciation for her public service is evidenced by the 

appreciation of the customers she serves, who expressed joy and relief that she was 
back handling the accounts earlier this year; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is with great pleasure I, Mayor Brian T. McGuire, 

congratulate and offer sincerest appreciation to  Renee Hazelton for reaching her 
20th year of employment, being named the Administrative Professional of the Year, 
and representing the City of Mauston in such an outstanding manner. 
 
On behalf of the Mauston Common Council and all citizens of the Mauston 
community, I hereby set forth my hand in gratitude to the services being provided by 
Renee Hazelton. 
 

 
_________________________ 

Brian T. McGuire, Mayor 



 

 

NOTICE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Wisconsin Rural Water Association      April 5, 2012 
Ken M Blomberg-Executive Director 
350 Water Way 
Plover WI 54467 
(715)344-7778 
ken@wrwa.org 

 
 
 

MAUSTON PUBLIC UTILITIES EMPLOYEE   
RECEIVES STATE AWARD 

 

PLOVER, WI - The Wisconsin Rural Water Association (WRWA) recently held its annual 

Technical Conference in Green Bay, Wisconsin, where nearly 1,200 water system and industry 

personnel met for four days exchanging ideas and technology through technical sessions and 

exhibits. 

 

At the WRWA conference, Renee Hazelton, of the Mauston Pubic Utilities, received the 

Association's prestigious 2012 Administrative Professional of the Year Award.  This award is 

presented each year to individuals that have demonstrated a lifetime of excellence in the field of 

waterworks operations. 

 
This award is presented to an individual affiliated with WRWA that has shown a high level of 

support to the mission of WRWA by participating and assisting in Rural Water programs and 

activities, and to individuals who have shown exemplary service to their customers and the 

communities they serve.  

 

The Wisconsin Rural Water Association is a non-profit organization representing most of the 

water and wastewater systems in the state. Its mission: “To assist our membership and the public 

they serve, improve and preserve the quality & quantity of water resources in the State of 

Wisconsin”.  

 





STATE OF WISCONSIN 
COUNTY OF JUNEAU                   )SS 
CITY OF MAUSTON 
 

I, Adam D. Noe, do solemnly swear or affirm, 

That I will  support and defend the Constitution of the United States, and Constitution of the 
State of Wisconsin against all enemies, foreign and domestic; 
 
That I will  bear true faith and allegiance, to the Constitution of the State of Wisconsin; 
 
That I  take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and, 
 
That I will  well and faithfully discharge the duties, of the office of Police Officer of the City of 
Mauston, to the best of my ability and in accordance with the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics. 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Signature of Officer 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of April, 2012 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Mark A. Messer, Chief of Police 



PUBLIC WORKS 
COMMITTEE 

ITEMS 



















2012-03 Recreational Boating Financial Assistance Resolution 

CITY OF MAUSTON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-03 

 
RESOLUTION FOR RECREATIONAL BOATING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Mauston hereby requests financial assistance for the purpose of 
developing recreational boating facilities: 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mauston City Council has budgeted a sum 
sufficient to complete the project, and 
 
HEREBY AUTHORIZES MSA Professional Services, Inc to act on behalf of the City of 
Mauston to: 
 

Submit applications to the Wisconsin Waterways Commission and other State and 
Federal Organizations for financial assistance for recreational boating facilities and 
fishing projects along the Lemonweir River and Decorah Lake; and  
Sign the necessary documents; and  
Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Mauston: 
Will comply with state or federal rules for programs; may perform force account 
work; will maintain the project in an attractive, inviting and safe manner; will keep 
the facilities open to the general public during reasonable hours consistent with the 
type of facility; and will obtain approval in writing from the Wisconsin Waterways 
Commission before any change is made in the use of the project site (if applicable). 
 

Adopted this _10th day of April 2012. 
 
 
City of Mauston     Attest 
 
 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
Brian T. McGuire, Mayor    Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City Council at a legal 
meeting held on the _10th day of April 2012. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ ________________________________ 
Authorized Signature     City Administrator 



CITY OF MAUSTON 
Resolution No. 2012-04 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION 

RELATING TO THE CITY OF MAUSTON’S PARTICIPATION IN THE 
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES KNOWLES-NELSON 

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Mauston is interested in acquiring or developing lands for public outdoor 
recreation purposes as described in the application; and 
 
WHEREAS, financial aid is required to carry out the project; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Mauston has budgeted a sum sufficient to 
complete the project or acquisition and  
 
HEREBY AUTHORIZES Brian McGuire, Mayor to act on behalf of the City of Mauston to: 
 

1. Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for any 
financial aid that may be available; 

2. Submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation within 6 months 
of project completion date; 

3. Submit signed documents; and 
4. Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Mauston will comply with state or federal rules for the 
programs to the general public reasonable hours consistent with the type of facility; and will obtain from 
the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the National Park Service approval in 
writing before any change is made in the use of the Project site. 
 
Adopted this ____ day of ___________, 2012 
 
City of Mauston     Attest 
 
_____________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Brian McGuire, Mayor    Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City Council at a legal meeting on 
____ day of ___________, 2012 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 
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CITY OF MAUSTON 
ORDINANCE 2012-1051 

ORDINANCE CREATING ALDERMANIC DISTRICTS AND IDENTIFYING COUNTY SUPERVISORY 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 
The Mauston Common Council does hereby ordain as follows:  Section 2.02, 2.03, and 2.04 of the 
Mauston Code of Ordinances are hereby repealed and recreated as follows: 
 
2.02 Aldermanic Districts: The City shall be divided into seven aldermanic districts identified and 
located as follows:  
 

(1) Aldermanic District #1 – Population 616.  All of the following census blocks falling within 
the corporate limits of the City of Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin: 550571005002002, 
550571005002050, 550571004002077, 550571004002078, 550571004002079, 
550571004002085, 550571005003000, 550571005003001, 550571005003003, 
550571005003007, 550571005003008, 550571005003009, 550571005003010, 
550571005003011, 550571005003012, 550571005003013, 550571005003014, 
550571005003015, 550571005003016, 550571005003017, 550571005003018, 
550571005003019, 550571005003037, 550571004003042, 550571004003047, 
550571004003048, 550571004003049, 550571005003056, 550571004004084, 
550571004004085, 550571004004086, 550571004004089, 550571004004091, 
550571004004095, 550571004004096, 550571004004097, 550571004004098, 
550571004004099, 550571004004100, 550571004004101, 550571004004106, 
550571004004107, 550571004004109, 550571004004110, and 550571004004112. 

(2) Aldermanic District #2 – Population 643.  All of the following census blocks falling within 
the corporate limits of the City of Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin: 550571005001000, 
550571005001001, 550571005001002, 550571005001003, 550571005001004, 
550571005001015, 550571005001023, 550571005001056, 550571005001057, 
550571005001058, 550571005001059, 550571005001060, 550571005001061, 
550571004002086, 550571004002087, 550571004002088, 550571005003002, 
550571005003004, 550571005003005, 550571005003006, 550571005003026, 
550571005003027, 550571005003028, 550571005003029, 550571005003030, 
550571005003031, 550571005003032, 550571005003033, 550571005003034, 
550571005003035, 550571005003036, 550571005003038, 550571005003039, 
550571005003040, 550571005003041, 550571005003042, 550571005003043, 
550571005003044, 550571005003045, 550571005003046, 550571005003047, 
550571005003048, 550571005003049, 550571005003050, 550571005003051, 
550571005003054, 550571005003055, 550571005003057, 550571005003058, and 
550571005003059. 

(3) Aldermanic District #3 – Population 636.  All of the following census blocks falling within 
the corporate limits of the City of Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin: 550571005001026, 
550571005001027, 550571005001028, 550571005001030, 550571005001031, 
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550571005001032, 550571005001034, 550571005001036, 550571005001037, 
550571005001038, 550571005001039, 550571005001043,  550571005001045, 
550571005001046, 550571005001049, 550571005001051, 550571005001052, 
550571005001062, 550571005001063, 550571005001064, 550571005004025, 
550571005004026, 550571005004027, 550571005004028, and  550571005004029 

(4) Aldermanic District #4 – Population 629.  All of the following census blocks falling within 
the corporate limits of the City of Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin: 550571005001009, 
550571005001010, 550571005001011, 550571005001012, 550571005001013, 
550571005001014, 550571005001016, 550571005001017, 550571005001018, 
550571005001019, 550571005001020, 550571005001021, 550571005001022, 
550571005001024, 550571005001025, 550571005001029, 550571005001033, 
550571005004004, 550571005004007, 550571005004008, 550571005004010, 
550571005004011, 550571005004012, 550571005004013, 550571005004017, 
550571005004018, and550571005004030. 

(5) Aldermanic District #5 – Population 607.  All of the following census blocks falling within 
the corporate limits of the City of Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin: 550571005002033, 
550571005002034, 550571005002035, 550571005002049, 550571005004015, 
550571005004016, 550571005004019, 550571005004020, 550571005004021, 
550571005004022, 550571005004023, and 550571005004024. 

(6) Aldermanic District #6 – Population 685.  All of the following census blocks falling within 
the corporate limits of the City of Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin: 550571005002005, 
550571005002018, 550571005002021, 550571005002022, 550571005002023, 
550571005002024, 550571005002025, 550571005002030, 550571005002031, 
550571005002032, 550571005002036, 550571005002043, 550571005002046, 
550571005002047, 550571005002048, and 550571005004014. 

(7) Aldermanic District #7 – Population 607.  All of the following census blocks falling within 
the corporate limits of the City of Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin: 550571005001005, 
550571005001006, 550571005001007, 550571005001008, 550571005002010, 
550571005002011, 550571005002012, 550571005002013, 550571005002015, 
550571005002026, 550571005002027, 550571005002028, 550571005002029, 
550571005002044, 550571005002045, 550571005003020, 550571005003021, 
550571005003022, 550571005003023, 550571005003024, 550571005003025, 
550571005003052, 550571005003053, 550571005004000, 550571005004001, 
550571005004002, 550571005004003, 550571005004005, 550571005004006, and 
550571005004009. 

2.03 Voting Districts:  The seven aldermanic districts identified in Section 2.02 are voting districts 
for the City of Mauston. 
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2.04  Voting Wards:  Because all aldermanic districts are within the County Supervisory District 
boundaries, no overlap of boundaries exists; therefore the creation of voting wards is not 
required. 

Per Juneau County Ordinance #11-03, County Supervisory District boundaries within the City of 
Mauston are identified as follows: 

(1) County Supervisory District #1 consists of Aldermanic District #6 and Aldermanic District #7 

(2)  County Supervisory District #2 consists of Aldermanic District #1 and Aldermanic District #2 

(3)  County Supervisory District #3 consists of Aldermanic District #4 and Aldermanic District #5 

(4)  County Supervisory District #4 consists of Aldermanic District #3 

2.04 Election Years:  Alderpersons serving even-numbered aldermanic districts shall be elected in 
spring election of even-numbered years.  Alderpersons serving odd-numbered aldermanic 
districts shall be elected in spring election of odd-numbered years.  The Mayor shall be 
elected in spring election of even-numbered years.  The aldermanic districts enumerated in 
Section 2.02 shall become effective with the Spring General Election held in April 2012. 

 

______________________________________ 
Brian T. McGuire, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
Nathan R. Thiel, City Administrator 
 
 
 
Date of Readings: ________________ and ____________________ 
Date of Adoption: ________________________________________ 
Votes: _____ ayes _______ nays  _____ abstentions ____absent 
Date of Publication: ________________________________________________ 



Date: April 3, 2012 
To: Members of the Ordinance Committee 
From: Val 
Re: Ordinance 12.41 Prohibited Animals 
 
It has been requested that the City review, and possibly amend, the City Ordinance to allow for 
chickens. Below is the current ordinance, along with several recommended options to consider: 
 

Current Ordinance: 
 

 Subchapter IV: Animal Licenses 
 
12.40 Definitions: The following definitions shall be used in this subsection: 

(1) “Dwelling” shall mean any building that contains one or more dwelling units and 
any land included with that building in the same entry on the tax roll. 

 
(2) “Dwelling unit” means a building, or any part of a building, used as a home, 

residence or sleeping place by one person or by two or more persons maintaining 
a common household, to the exclusion of all others. 

 
12.41 Prohibited Animals 

(1) No person owning or in charge of any horse, mule, cattle, sheep, goat, swine, 
geese, chickens or other domestic livestock, poultry or fowl, or any wild, 
dangerous, vicious, poisonous or carnivorous animal, insect or reptile, shall keep 
such animals or permit such animals to run at large in any part of the City. 

 
(2) The prohibitions of subsection (1) above shall not apply where the creatures are in 

the care, custody or control of: a veterinarian for treatment; agricultural fairs; 
shows or projects of 4-H Clubs; a display for judging purposes; an itinerant or 
transient carnival, circus or other show; licensed pet shops; licensed nature 
preserve or zoological gardens; provided: 
(a) This location conforms to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
(b) All animals and animal quarters are kept in a clean and sanitary condition 

and so maintained as to eliminate objectionable odors and disease. 
 

(c) Animals are maintained in quarters so constructed as to prevent escape. 
 

(d) No person lives or resides within 100 feet of the quarters in which the 
animals are kept. 

  
 
 
 
 



Proposed Ordinance amendments: 
 
Option 1: 
 
Subchapter IV: Animal Licenses 
 
12.41 Prohibited Animals 

(1) No person owning or in charge of any horse, mule, cattle, sheep, goat, swine, 
geese, chickens or other domestic livestock, poultry or fowl, or any wild, 
dangerous, vicious, poisonous or carnivorous animal, insect or reptile, shall keep 
such animals or permit such animals to run at large in any part of the City. 

 
(2) The prohibitions of subsection (1) above shall not apply where [husbandry is a 

permitted use in the zoning district, or where] the creatures are in the care, 
custody or control of: a veterinarian for treatment; agricultural fairs; shows or 
projects of 4-H Clubs [at shows or events]; a display for judging purposes; an 
itinerant or transient carnival, circus or other show; licensed pet shops; licensed 
nature preserve or zoological gardens; provided: 
(a) This location conforms to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 
(b) All animals and animal quarters are kept in a clean and sanitary condition 

and so maintained as to eliminate objectionable odors and disease. 
(c) Animals are maintained in quarters so constructed as to prevent escape. 
(d) No person lives or resides within 100 feet of the quarters in which the 

animals are kept. 
 
 
Option 2:  
 
Subchapter IV: Animal Licenses 
 
12.41 Prohibited Animals 

(1) No person owning or in charge of any horse, mule, cattle, sheep, goat, swine, 
geese, chickens or other domestic livestock, poultry or fowl, or any wild, 
dangerous, vicious, poisonous or carnivorous animal, insect or reptile, shall keep 
such animals or permit such animals to run at large in any part of the City. 

i. see 12.46 for ordinance regulating chickens 
 

(2) The prohibitions of subsection (1) above shall not apply where [husbandry is a 
permitted us in the zoning district, or where] the creatures are in the care, 
custody or control of: a veterinarian for treatment; agricultural fairs; shows or 
projects of 4-H Clubs [at shows or events]; a display for judging purposes; an 
itinerant or transient carnival, circus or other show; licensed pet shops; licensed 
nature preserve or zoological gardens; provided: 
(a) This location conforms to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 
(b) All animals and animal quarters are kept in a clean and sanitary condition 



and so maintained as to eliminate objectionable odors and disease. 
(c) Animals are maintained in quarters so constructed as to prevent escape. 
(d) No person lives or resides within 100 feet of the quarters in which the 

animals are kept. 
 
 
12.46 Chickens Limited: Chickens are permitted in the City subject to the following limitations: 

(1) The principal use is a single family dwelling. 
(2) The maximum number of chickens allowed is four (4).  
(3) Roosters are prohibited. 
(4) Slaughtering of chickens is prohibited. 
(5) The chickens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the 

covered enclosure or a fenced enclosure at all times.  
(6) No enclosure shall be located closer than twenty-five (25) feet to any residential 

structure on an adjacent lot. 
 
12.47 Chicken Licenses 

(1) License Required: Any person who keeps chickens in the City of Mauston shall 
obtain an annual license prior to January 1 or each year, or within 30 days of 
acquiring the chickens. The license year commences on January 1 and ends on the 
following December 31. Application shall be made to the City Treasurer and the 
fee for the license shall be ten dollars ($10.00). The City shall collect the fee and 
shall assess and collect a late fee of five dollars ($5.00) from every owner of 
chickens, if the owner fails to obtain a license prior to April 1 of each year, or 
fails to obtain a license within 30 days of acquiring the chickens.  

 
 
Note: I recommend no change to the Zoning Ordinance which currently allows husbandry in 
Agricultural and Rural Residential Zoning Districts.  
 
 
Discussion points are: 

• How many chickens should be allowed? 
• Should the license be a flat fee per household, or a fee per chicken? 
• Should the ordinance require a site plan showing where the chickens will be kept? 
• What distance requirement should the enclosure be from the residential dwelling?  
• What distance requirement should there be from neighbors’ properties? 
• Should the ordinance require the property owner to get signature from neighbors? 

New language 



MEMO 
 

 
 

 To: City of Mauston – Ordinance Committee 

 From: Nathan Thiel, City Administrator 

 Subject: Prohibited Animals and Chicken Ordinance 

 Date: April 6, 2012 
 
 

As requested, staff has provided two recommendations for amending the language for the 12.41 Prohibited Animals 
ordinance. The first option before you simply addresses the discrepancy between this ordinance and the Zoning 
Ordinance, and would no longer prohibit “Husbandry”. The second option is the potential language for allowing 
chickens within City limits.  

With regard to this second option, I would bring forward two additional considerations. First, unlike Madison and 
Milwaukee or other urban areas, access to the rural community is much easier here in Mauston. Perhaps it would be 
better for individuals to coordinate with 4H clubs, the FFA, and the rural community for selecting sites outside the City 
to raise chickens for personal projects. The second consideration is if allowing chickens within the City limits is 
desirable, it would be appropriate to create an ordinance that is proactive in preventing future conflict between 
neighbors. One recommendation brought forward was in order to license a chicken in town the individual would need 
to provide a site plan for the chicken coop and signatures from neighbors in the immediate area.  

The Committee will also need to discuss the parameters of the chicken ordinance: How many chickens, license fee, 
distance from neighbors, etc.     
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